Chriſtopher Byron, 


Late an Officer in his MajzsTr's Poſt- 
Office, Dublin. 


Submitted to the Conſideration of his FRIENDS, 
and the PUBLIC. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE Author of the following Narrative is not 
prompted by any kind of Vanity to appear in Print; 
too conſcious of bis {ncapacity, nothing but the fa- 


tal Neceſſity, ar iſing from the frequent injurious and op- 


preſſive Proceedings of Men in ill placed Power and 
Authority in that Office wherein he was immediately 


concerned, has induced him to undertake this diſagreeable, 


and, to him, painful Taſk. 
It will be evident on peruſal, that, the little Strug- 


gles and Applications he was from Time to Time compel- 


ed to make, againſt the iniquitous Incroachments and 
Innovations of theſe Perſons, were then only intended to 


be known, by thoſe who were concerned or affected. 


It was unhappy for him in particular, as well as fer 


the other Officers m general, that this Office, or the Fer- 
ſons who have abuſed the Power delegated to them there- 


in, in ſo flagrant a Manner, were never as yet ſubjected 
to any public, and conſequently impartial, Enquiry or In- 
ſpection, and therefore it is not at all ſurprixing, that 
the moſt monopolizing and oppreſſive Practices were in- 
troduced, at every convenient Opportunity: And ibo 


* they could not at all Times be tamely or ſlaviſhly ſubmit- 


ed to, yet any moderate or legal Oppoſition to thoſe 
Abuſes, was always ſure to be productive of the Suſ- 

penfion or Diſmiſſion of the Oppoſers. 
He has felt their unjuſtifiable Reſentment the more 
ſeverely, as he was ever zealous and active to the ex- 
tent of his Abilities, in oppoſing, and complaining to his 
Superiors of thoſe petty Tyrants in Office, whoſe Pro- 
| 1 c ceedings 


(4 3 
ceedings were ſo invaſive of the common Rights of that 
Community whereof he was a Member. 

The 7) anſattions are related in the order of Time 
they happened, and tho they may not be thought very 
material to the reſt of the World, yet they are never- 


theleſs ſo, to the Perſons concerned; and he is convinced 


that, on a fair Peruſal, he will ſtand juſtified in the 
Opinion of his Friends and Acquaintance, as well as 
in that of the diſintereſted and impartial, to whom he 15 
unknown, far this plain Reaſon only, that he has ftriłtly 


adhered to Truth in every Particular; which muſt ap- 


pear unqueſtionable, as the following Application Were 
made by him while he was in Office. 


Another Motive which has induced him 10 "4 
them public, is, to ſhew the World, that tho we are 
ruled by the beſt of Kings, and that bis Wi dom is ap- 
parent in his Choice of the moſt equitable Governors in 
every Department, yet, ſtill their high Stations and more 
important Affairs prevent them from always examining 
minutely into the Conduct of Ferſons who act remotely under 


their Delegation, and, therefore, that the moſt iniquitous 
and oppreſſive Meaſures may be canried on, for Joms 


Time, at leaſt, with Impunity. 
All this be humbly apprehends will be fully demon- 


rated in the Courſe f theſe Papers, and, firſt, we ſhall 


lay befere the Reader the following Extratt of a Com- 


plaint and Petition, which be tranſmitted to London in 


the Year 1755. 
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TO THE 


Rt. Hon. the Eazr of LEICESTER, 


AND | ot 
Sir EVERARD FAWKENER, Bart. 


His MAJESTY's PosT-MasTERS GENERAL. 


THE 
CASE and PETITION 
0 Ä ↄ 
CHRISTOPHER BYRON, 


In his own Name, and in Behalf of himſelf, and 
the reſt of his Brethren, Junior Officers and Su- 
pernumeraries, in the General Poſt-Office, Dublin. 


Mot Humbly Sheweth, 


" HAT he was ſtationed in that Office as 
youngeſt Supernumerary, at- a Salary of 
12 J. per Ann. only, and without any additional Per- 
quiſite to ſupport him in that Station.” 

“ "That after four Years Continuance in it, at the 
ſame Salary, finding it inſufficient to ſupport him, 
even with the utmoſt Qeconomy, he, and ſeveral 
of the other Officers, reſolved on an Application to 
Sir MaPmaduke MWyvill, then Deputy Poſtmaſter of 
Dublin; but, apprehending that the moſt proper 
and regular Way of delivering it, would be through 
Mr. Martin's Hands, who then acted as Accompt- 


. ant and Comptroller of the Office, they accordingly 


ſubmitted it to his Peruſal and Recommendation.” 
“ That, at this Time, there were three Super- 


numeraries in the Office, at 127. a Year each, and 


Mr. 


1 
Mr. 88 had then, regularly ſucceeded to be the 
Eldeſt, but ſtill at the ſame Salary; however, in 
Conſequence of this Application, Mr. Martin told 


him, ſometime afterwards, that Sir Marmaduke 
had thought proper to take 40 Shillings a Year 
from the Salary of the youngeſt Supernumerary, 


and add it to his; obſerving, that this would make 


a Diſtinction in the three Supernumeraries, viz. one 


at 141. another at 12 J. and the youngeſt at 10. 
narly.” 

% That though this Application had been made, 
not for the Sake of Diſtinction, but for an Aug- 


mentation of their Salaries, and to enable them to 


diſcharge their Duties more extenſively and uſeful- 


ly, yet from this Time they heard no more of it, 


and were obliged, for the preſent, to acquieſce” 8 
«© That we ſuſpect, and have much Reaſon to 


be convinced, our malencholy Sufferings have been 


owing to the Conduct of Mr. M. n, who en- 
groſſed all acceſs to Sir Marmaduke, and neglected 
no Means or Opportunity to extend and enlarge his 
own Perquiſites and Power, even at the Expence 
and Loſs of the oldeſt Officers; this he could do 
the more readily, as they were for the moſt Part 
inactive, and diſcouraged from ſpeaking or apply- 
ing, and therefore had only the Liberty of mur- 
muring and complaining in ſecret.” 

„% That, as he had been formerly Deputy, or 
Clerk to Mr Evelyn, the Secretary, who did not 
attend, he, by ſome private Agreement, rented, 


or procured the Privilege of ſending or ſ\pplying 


News-Papers, to all the Two-penny, and every 
firſt four- penny Stage from Dublin, and that on his 


(irregular) 
F In Truth we were afraid to urge it ſurther while Sir Mar- 


maduke Myvill lived, as Mr. Martin, (then generally known 
by the Title of Fir Marmaduke Martin, in Alluſion to the 


Power he aſlumed) did not ſeem | with our Application, 
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Ba: 
(irregular) & Advancement, to the Accomptant or 
Comptroller's Place, he till retained this extenſive 
Perquiſite, though, till then, it had never been 
known to belong to any but the Secretary or Poft- 
maſter's Clerk, to whoſe Employment it was cer- 
tainly annexed.” - | - 
« That it had been a long received Opinion in 
the Office, that it was the Privilege of the Sorters 
only, to ſupply the Coffee-houſes, Printers, and 
Others in Dublin, with Engliſ News-papers ; and 
this Perquiſite was annexed to their Employments, 
in Proportion to their Stations; but, as he had diſ- 
covered that ſeveral of the public Offices, particu- 
larly the Commiſſioners of his Majeſty's Revenue, 
' Linen-Board, Barrack-Office, Sc. Sc and ſeveral 
Noblemen and Gentlemen Reſidents in Dublin, were 
known good Cuſtomers, and their Payments rea- 
dy, this he thought too great an Advantage to be 
neglected, and aſſumed the Liberty and Privilege 
of ſerving them himſelf; and that even lately (at 
the Time this Complaint was writing) he had taken 
the ſerving of the Lord Mayor of the City of Dub- 
lin, off of the Liſt, and from the Sorters : A Be- 
nefit which they and their Predeceſſors had for- 
merly enjoyed! So that the Sorters were only ad- | 
mitted to ſupply thoſe whoſe pay was precarious, \l 
and whom he did not think it worth his Concern | 
to be troubled with.“ 
„That he alſo took upon him to ſerve Gentle- 
men in all Parts of the Kingdom with Engliſh and 
Triſh News-papers, where ever he could obtain a 
Correſpondent, and without any Satisfaction to the 
Officer, whoſe particular Province he thus injuriouſly 
invaded.” - 
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ES Likewiſe, 
| {$ He did not arrive to this Employment by Succeſſion, nor 
was he a practiſed Officer (which ſhould moſt certainly be the 
Gaſe of a Comptroller, and therefore was unfit to direct, what he 
had not Ability to execute; which, to this Day, he has been ſo 
neglectful or unmindful of, that he never acquired the Ability 
to charge the common Port or Poſtage on Letters, | 


_ « Likewiſe, that he entirely ingroſſed the Advan- 
tage of ſending all /r: News- papers to England 
and Scotland, tho' this had been always. allow- 


ed and practiſed by the Clerks of the Road, before 


his Time.” 
That the ſeveral News-printers in this City, 
were alſo permitted to ſend their Papers Poſtage 


free, at all Times, to every Part of Ireland, which 


was a conſiderable Advantage to him, as they 


ſend a great Quantity, and allow him half a Gui- 
nea, yearly, for each they (end in his Road.“ 


* That it was alſo ſuppoſed he had further ad- 
vanced his Perquilites, by agreeing with ſome of 


the public Offices in Dublin, for franking ſuch Let- 


ters or Pacquets as they had occaſion to ſend off 
yearly, and that all theſe Letters or Pacquets were 
addreſſed to different Parts of the Kingdom, and 


not confined to his particular Road]: Tho', on what 


Account or Conſideration he ſent or received (un- 
der his Cover) thoſe Pacquets, Sc. free, could not 


be then aſcertained.” _ 
„That; whether all theſe be his Privilege or 


Province or not, or whether it was in Virtue of 
his being or acting as Comptroller, Accomptant, 


Chief Clerk, or Clerk of the Leinſter Road, that he 
had aſſumed it, was what the Officers here were 
Strangers to; as they were alſo to the many others 
he daily introduced, and changed according to Oc- 


caſion or Circumſtance, contrary to the old eſta- 


bliſhed Rules and Cuſtoms of the Office, and with- 


out ſhewing 1 for that Purpoſe, but his 


own arbitrary Will, and over- bearing any Enquiry 
made, or attempted to be made, into ſuch Aſſump- 
tions.“ 

« That, it is well known, Precedents in public 
Offices are often interpreted into Laws, and carry 
equal Authority; ſo that whatever Innovations are 
introduced, are mot admitted, ſometimes, to be 


called 
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called in Queſtion; and, at any Rate, cannot be 


1emoved without great Difficulty, even tho' they 
ſhould appear ever ſo oppoſite to the original Inſti- 
tution, or injurious to the Rights of that Commu- 


nity, for whoſe Benefit, in Proportion to their ſe— 


veral Stations in it, they were at firſt intended.“ 

« That, on the Death of the late Accomptant, 
Mr. Power, Mr. Martin being appointed to ſucceed 
him, had not only an additional Salary of col. Fa 
Year granted him, more than Mr, Power had en- 
joyed, and other Advantages, but he allo retained 
the Benefit of the Road betore- mentioned, which 
ought, in Right, to have deſcended to his Succeſſor 
in the Office of Clerk or Secretary to the Poſt- 
Maſter-General; but that Succeſſor, inſtead of re- 
ceiving a Perquiſite of about 400 J. a Year, was 
obliged to accept of one of 507. which Sum of 
501. had been paid to the late Accomptant, Mr. 
Power, in Compliment,” or Lieu, of all Privilege 
or Advantage of ſending News-papers to any Part 
of the Kingdom, and was levied as follows. — The 
two Clerks of the Road paid 101. each, the Al- 


phabet-keeper the like, the Poſt-maſter's Clerk the 


| like, and the Sorters, conſidered as one Perſon, 


for the ſole Privilege of ſerving the People in Dub- 


lin with Engliſþ News-papers, the like Sum of 


10 l. yearly; Pe tho' Mr. Martin retained this 
advantageous Perquiſite belonging to the Poſt- 
Maſter-General's Clerk, he ſtill neglected or refuſed 
to pay his ſmall Pittance or Proportion of that 
50 J. to Mr. Jones, or Mr. Magran, who ſucceſſive- 


| ly ſucceeded him in that Employ.” 


«© That, as the ſame Occaſions of Complaint ſtill 
ſubſiſted after Sir Marmaduke's Death, and Mr. 
RA. 2 Martin 


$ The 50 1. aYear was granted for being Chief Clerk, a new 
Employment, or Title, ſtruck out, and this, with all the other 
extraordinary Privileges and Indulgences he — through 
the good-natured Indolence, and known Averſion to Buſineſs 
of Sir Mar maduke Wywill. 


1 N 
Martin having gone to London on that Occaſion» 
we thought that a favourable Opportunity to lay 


our Diſtreſs before the Honourable Board, fully 


erſuaded that ſhould they come to the Know- 
— of it, we would be relieved, and, according- 


ly, we drew up another Petition, which we thought 


it our Duty to forward to Mr. Martin, with our 


Requeſts that he would pleaſe to repreſent our un- 
happy Situation in its true Light, and uſe his Inte- 


reſt for our Redreſs” | | 

« To this he returned a very Slight, careleſs An- 
{wer, directed to Mr. Magran, the then Secretary 
here, importing, that he had received our Petition, 
but that he thought it an improper -Thing ; that 


it came too late, Sc. tho' he continued ſeveral 


Weeks in London, after he had received it.” 

„ But, as the Place of Deputy Poſt-maſter here, 
was, at that Time, vacant, and that Mr. Martin 
ſtill remained in London, we were willing to flatter 
ourſelves with the Hopes of a more agreeable 
Change, and that new Rules. and Regulations 


much more to our Eaſe and Advantage would be 


introduced; yet, on his Return, nothing in the 
Way of advancing our Salaries appeared to have 


been done, and during his ſhort Interregnum we 


had all in our Turns, underwent a tedious Variety 
of Hardſhips and Abuſes, till Sir Thomas Prender- 


gaft, our new Poſt-maſter arrived; and as we found 
our Diſtreſſes to become daily more urgent, we 


took the firſt convenient Opportunity to lay them 


before him in the following Addreſs, 
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To the Right Honourable Sir THoMas PRENDER- 
As, Bart. Poſt-maſter-General of Ireland. 


The PETITION of the Joos 


* 8 * . * * 
— 2 — x7 — . . "ah 


OrricEgs and SUPERNUMERARIES of 


the General Poſt-Office, Dublin. 


Moſt Humbly Sheweth, 
4 HAT the Employments of your Petition- 
ers are not only of the greateſt Truſt, but 
requires above all others, the moſt ſtrict, aſſiduous, 
and conſtant Attendance, whereby your Petitioners 
(who ſhould be provided for, agreeable to the 
Weight of their Truſt) are wholely diſabled from 
undertaking, or attending any other Occupation, for 


their Support and Maintenance, for which their 


preſent Appointments are, for the following very 
obvious Reaſons, inſufficient.“ 

« That the Price of Diet, Lodging, Cloath- 
ing, Fire, and every neceſſary Proviſion is raiſed, 
and, as your Petitioners apprehend, is three Times 
as great as when the Salaries of your Petitioners 
were firſt appointed.” 

« That your Petitioners are, thereby, reduced 
to exceſſive Straits and Difficulties, being altoge- 
ther unequal to ſuch heavy Expences, while their 
Salaries continue as (mall as ever, notwithſtanding 
the great Encreaſe of their Buſineſs and Fatigue. 
That your Petitioners while they labour un- 
der ſuch preſſing Neceſſities, (eſpecially thoſe who 
are in the Receipt of Caſh) are fearful that their 
ſtricteſt and ſevereſt Oecenomy cannot preſerve 
them from falling in Arrear to his Majeſty,” 

That it hath lately been thought reaſonable 
to raiſe the Salaries of * People in Military _ 

| 2 Civil 


[ 238. 3 


Civil Employments, whoſe Plea, however, could 7 


not be equal to that of your Petitioners.” 


That your Petitioners formerly applied for 
Relief to the late Sir Marmaduke Wyvill, then Poſt- 


maſter-General of Jreland, but as it happened a- 


bout the Time of his Brother's Death, nothing was 


done for your Petitioners, tho' their Neceſſities 

have been, and are _ encreaſing.” _ 
„That, Petitioners b 

of their ſeveral Salaries, as they ſtand, in Seniori— 

ty, which is the whole of their Dependence, not 

being intitled to, or having any material Perquiſites, 

which Difficulty ſome of them have long laboured 


under, chiefly at the Expence and Support of their 


Friends.” $5 | 
„That, Petitioners beg Leave to acquaint your 


Honour, that, on the late Regulations in the Of- 


fice (being informed that'the Porters Salaries were 
raiſed from three to eight Shillings per Week, each, 
which they thought very conſiderable) they were in 
great Hopes and Expectation, ſomething was done, 


or intended for them; but they now apprehend, 


and have Reaſon to believe the contrary.” 
„That the great Opinion Petitioners enter- 
tain of your Honour's Readineſs and Deſire to 


regulate the Office, and redreſs Grievances, (which 
juſtly merit your Honour's Attention, and ſuch 
they hope theſe are) emboldens them, at this Time, 
tho' in the midſt of the Hurry You are fo neceſſa- 


rily engaged in, to give your Honour this Trouble, 
and hope from the Juſtneſs of their Cauſe to be 


excuſed; and, at the ſame Time to aſſure your Ho- 

nour, that the Diſtreſs muſt be great, and the Ne- 

ceſſity urgent, which could poſſibly compel them 
| 33 | to 


eg leave to annex a Liſt | 
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„ 


to it; though your Petitioners have great Depend- 
ence on your Humanity and Goodneſs. 


MAY it therefore pleaſe your Honour, to 
conſider the Premiſes with your uſual Be- 
nevolence, and to appoint, or procure ſuch 
Relief for your Petitioners, as ſhall ſeem 
equitable to your Honour, 


AND your Petitioners will ſincerely pray, 


Time employed| Salaries | 
17 Years 30 l. per Ann. — Richard Tucker, 
15 Years 28 l. Ditto — Thomas Lee. 
9 Years [15]. Ditto — Coghill Haggerty, 
7 Years 14 l. Ditto — Chriſtopher Byron. 
4 Years |121. Ditto |— Samuel Dixon. 
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3 Years fol. Ditto — Marmaduke Lamont. 


—— 


„ That this Petition was in Words and Sub- 
ſtance the ſame, except the two laſt Paragraphs be- 
fore the Prayer, which was addreſſed to your Ho- 
nours, under Cover to Mr. Martin, when in Lon- 
don, and which Petitioners do now again moſt ear- 
neſtly beſeech your Honours Conſideration of, and. 


how far this humble Petition was improper to lay 


before you, your Honours in Charity and tender 


Feelings for our Sufferings will judge.“ 


elt repreſented further, that Sir Thomas, on his 


Entrance into the Buſineſs of the Poſt-Office here, 


found it in ſuch an embarraſſed, and irregular Situ- 
ation, and was ſo perplexed with Petitions and 
Complaints, that it took up his utmoſt Pains and 
Attention, to reduce it into any tolerable Order, 


and redreſs the the Grievances complained of; all 


which ſeemed to have been owing to the erroneous 


and evil Management of Mr. Martin, and to ſnew, 


that even Sir Thomas Prendergaſt poſſeſſed more Hu- 
manity than to approve of his cruel Proceedings, 
the following Caſe was ſet forth. 

764 | < One. 
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„ One John Lewis, formerly a Letter Carrier, 


had, by employing bad Deputies, fallen in Arrear 


to his Majeſty, for which he was ſuſpended ; and 


during his Suſpenſion, a favourite Letter Carrier 


of the Comptroller's officiated in his Place. — Af- 


ter he had diſcharged the Demand, frequent Appli- 


cations were made for his Reſtoration, to the Comp- 
troller, (as at this Time none durſt preſume to do 


ſo immediately to Sir Marmaduke) and tho' theie 


Applications were enforced by ſeveral Merchants 


and People of Credit, yet he was not reſtored 'till 


after a Suſpenſion of eight Months, in which me- 


lancholy Seaſon, he, his Wife, and five Children, 


were reduced to the utmoſt Diſtreſs.” 
% After his Reſtoration, none could behave with 


more Diligence and Circumſpection than he did; 
but having unluckily dropped ſome Words, tend- 


ing to a Suſpicion of the Comptroller, and his De- 
ſigns to Prejudice him, which were officiouſly 
brought to his Ears, he, in Reſentment, laid hold 
of every Opportunity to diſtreſs ſaid Lewis, and by 
the following Means effected it.“ 

© It was then the Cuſtom for the Letter Carriers 


to pay in their Money once a Month at the Bank, 


and take a Receipt for it, accountable to the Trea- 
ſurer, Sir Marmaduke WY yvuill : Accordingly, the 
Comptroller having appointed the Day of Payment, 
Mr. Lewis paid in the Money, but omitted return- 
ing the Receipt 'till next Morning; this was Oppor- 
tunity ſufficient for the Comptroller, to ſuſpend 
him, even late that Night, and without further 
Enquiry; tho' it is preſumed, it will appear from 


the Face of the Books, that he was one of the 


firſt, poſſibly the very firſt that complied with that 
Order; and tho' the Receipt was ſent incloſed in 
a Letter the next Morning, by Mr. Magran, to 
Mr. Martin, that he might ſee the Money had 
been paid, yet, for this trivial Fault (if it was one) 
his Suſpenſion was continued, and the poor Man 


totally 


N 


* 


1 1 
totally diſmiſſed from his Employment, juſt as he 
was endeavouring to ſurmount the Difficulties his 
former Suſpenſion of eight Months reduced him to, 
and the Comptroller's Favourite was again put in- 
to his Place. — Thus was Mr. Martin's Malignan- 
cy gratified, and the Ruin of a poor innocent Man 
accompliſhed , — tho' the whole Charge againſt him 
was but 1 J. 165. 9 d. as appears by the following 
Receipt, and that Mr. Martin, at the ſame Time, 
was in Poſſeſſion of Security, for ſaid Lewis, to the 
Amount of 400 J. to his Majeſty.” 
Neceived from Mr. John Lewis, One Pound, Sixteen 
Shillings, and Nine Fence, on Account of he Balance 
due by him at the Time of his Diſmiſs, in 1152, and 
which is the Sum that appears to be due, on that Ac- 
count, after all Allowances made. Dublin, 22d. May, 
I755. . 
And, therefore, Sir Thomas Prendergaſt on a clear 
Conviction of the Malice of the whole Proceeding, 
immediately reſtored him to his former Employ- 
ment. 8 „ 

After inſtancing many Abuſes, and great Severities 
of Mr. Martin toward the Officers in general, which. 
would only appear ridiculous to recite bere, — the PE- 
lition ſet forth. | 

„That, to enumerate the many and extraordi- 
nary Grievances, the Officers in general have la- 
boured under, by the abuſive Controul practiſed in 
| this 


{ It may not be thought improper to obſerve, that Lewis 
continued in his Employment from this Time, till after the 
Death of Sir Thomas Prendergaſt, when Mr. Martin again re- 
aſſumed all his former Greatneſs; and the very favourite Let- 
ter Carrier (which is mentioned without any Intention to diſ- 
parage him) already hinted at, was again brought into Play, af- 
ter being out of that Office five or ſix Years; and what may be 
more ſurprizing is, that, though he was at firſt employed occa- 
ſionally, yet he very ſoon became. principally concerned, and 
in Lewis's very Employment, who, in this Change of Affairs, 
left the World and the Employment to themſelves, having dyed 
of a broken Heart, occaſioned, as was ſuppoſed, by the Ap- 

pre henſion of his precarious Situation and ill Treatment, 
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this Office, would ſwell this Addreſs beyond the 
Intention, and take up too much of their Honours 


Time; and for the ſame Reaſon, and that it was not 
attended by any material Conſequence, is alſo omitted 
here, an Application to Sir Thomas Prendergaſt, by 
Mr. Byron, imerted at large in the Fetition, for a Re- 
dreſs of ſeveral new Severities and Hardſhips intro- 
duced at that Time, and requeſting his Conſidera- 
tion of our former Petition in Page 11.“ 

„ That, Sir Thomas, ſome Time after, in An- 


ſwer to the Application above-mentioned, {aid that 


he had not been unmindful of our Petition, but that 
as we were to riſe by Succeſſion to more valuable 
Employments, there could not be any great Cauſe 
of Complaint; and that I, in particular, had been 
lately raiſed, which was indeed true, from eldeſt Su- 


pernumerary to Office-keeper, that was from four- 


teen to fifteen Pounds a Year, — A very conſiderable 
Advance“ 


% That, ſoon after this, Mr. Jobn Tyrill, our firſt 
Clerk of the Road dyed, in whoſe Room a young 


Gentleman, one Mr. Gilmer, was appointed, and 


officiated in that Station for ſome Time; but Mr. 
John Lee (who had the Right) being afterwards ad- 
mitted to that Employment, Mr. Gilmer was ap- 
pointed, and now continues in Mr. Lee's Place, as 
| ſecond Clerk of the Road; this Gentleman had ne- 
ver been employed in the Office before, and was, 
conſequently, utterly unacquainted with the Buſi- 
neſs of it.” 2 | | 

„That, this Alteration was no Advancement 
to any of the junior Clerks, but ſeemed rather a 


Prevention of any future Expectancy of it, as it 


was, in all human Probability, putting a better 
Life than their own over them; and this too, was 


done by Sir Thomas, notwithſtanding his recent Sup- 


- poſition of our riſing in Succeſſion; and, therefore, 
| 1 . 5 
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this enormous Abuſe was particularly ſubmitted to 
the Conſideration oftheir Honours. *,* 

This Addreſs further repreſented, © That, from 
the Time of my Commencement as an Officer in 
the Big-Office, and for ſome Years before, and un- 
til Sir Thomas Prendergaſt came over Poſtmaſter, 
that beſides the Office of Supernumerary (or 
which I then had 141. a Year) I was employed as 
Clerk in the Accompts to the Comptroller, and 
made up all the Deputies Accompts in Ireland, 
which was firſt tþrice, afterwards twice the Trou- 

ble it now is; examined and made up the dead 
and inſolvent Letters, and alſo acted in, and did 
his private Buſineſs, excluſive of preparing and 
making out the quarterly General Accompts, Abſtracts, 
&c, to go to England, beſides entering the Doc- 
kets each Poſt Morning, and making up the 
Charges on the Dublin Letter-Carriers; and ſome- 
times Poſting the Books, and regulating the 
Accompts of the Secretary's Office: In all which 
different Duties, I hope, I acted with Integrity, 
and to the Satisfaction of my Employer; and for 
which I was allowed but 10 J. a Year; Part where- 
of ſtill remains unpaid, & "On = 

| cc As 

*,* This particular Complaint againſt Sir Thomas, eſtabliſh- 
ed him my inveterate Enemy; as it was well known he fold 
that Employment to Mr. Gilmer for a very valuable Conſidera- 
tion, and notwithſtanding all his Intereſt, Power, Influence, and 
Application, the then upright and benevolent Nobleman, and 
Gentleman, (the Earl of Leiceſter, and Sir Everard Faæutner, 
his Majeſty's Poſt-maſter-General) to whom this ſingle Petition 
was addreſſed, ordered their Surveyor over here from London; 
who, on Inſpection into the Matter, abſolutely diſmiſſed ſaid Mr. 


Gilmer, as will be further ſeen in the Courſe of theſe Papers. 
$ There are five Perſons now employed to do the Buſineſs 


above-mentioned, vig. | 


One at — — — = — — — FL. 40 per Ann. 

Three at 35 J. Each — — — — 105 Ditto 
And One whoſe Salary and Benefit I } a 
know not, but ſuppoſe them at — 0” 


In all J. 195 per Ann. 
| | | And 


(8 ] 
& As the extraordinary Hurry and cloſe Appli- 
cation to the Accomptant's Buſineſs, at this Time, 


occaſioned by the many Alterations in the Office, 


engaged my whole Time, except what my other 
Duty as an Officer required, I waited on Mr. Mar- 
tin at his own Houſe, and told him (in Friendſhip) 
] was not able to attend it, and my other Duties 
longer; but that if he would make my Place 1n his 
own Office, reaſonably ſufficient, I would reſign 
my other Employment, and entirely attend his.” 

„He replied, he would undertake to do his 
own Buſineſs, but was obliged, notwithſtanding, to 


employ a Stranger to the Buſineſs to aſſiſt him, 


and at a great Advance of Salary; and carried a 
moſt extraordinary Reſentment againſt me, by con- 
ſtantly complaining to Sir Thomas Prendergaſt, and 


endeavouring, to exaggerate every trifling, accidental 


Miſtake of mine into a real criminal Neglect. & 
“% That I could not ſet forth what were the 
Comptroller's Motives for this uncharitable Treat- 


ment, as I never willingly diſobliged him; but, on 


the contrary, exerted my utmoſt Diligence and A- 


bility to ſerve him on all Occaſions; and that, 


even then, in his Abſence on Poſt- Mornings, I fre- 
quently did his Buſineſs, and made up the Charge 
of Revenue, for his Eaſe; and to oblige him, with- 

| 8 out 
And althe? the former Accomptants, as well as Mr Martin him- 


ſelf, (being amply allowed for ſo doing, and nothing, as yet, 


extracted from him, but the contrary) were obliged out of 
their own Pockets, to pay the Clerks employed under them 
in the Accomptant's Department; yet theſe Salaries, Ec. are 
now paid out of the King's Revenue, — but whether this be 
| burthening the Revenue or not, or that the Buſineſs is better 
performed, let thoſe look to it, whoſe Duty it is. 

This, however, he was not ſucceſsful in, as Sir Thomas 
had the Senſe, as well as Reſolution to hear both Parties; 
and was not { Puppet-like) to be led be the Dictates of a Comp- 
troller, whoſe Complaints appeared to be malicious; and ra- 
ther ſerved, than hurted me in the Opinion of Sir Thomas —— 
againſt whoſe Attempt to rob us of our Succeſſion, I had not, 

indeed, at this Time complained to his Majeſty's Poſt- maſter- 

General, | | | 
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out the leaſt Thanks or Reward, but that of ma- 
licious Complaints, to prejudice me with Sir Thomas 
Prendergaſt; but that I was apprehenſive, and had 
good Reaſon to believe, he would uſe all Means 
to have me rernoved or diſmiſſed, and every Per- 
| fon he thought equal, or deſirous of being equal, 
to their Employments; or would attempt an Enqui- 
ry into their Rights in the Office. & 

The Remainder of the Petition contained various In- 
Rances of Mr. Martin's abſurd and ridiculous Conduct 
towards the Officers, and concluded thus. 

_ « am quite unaſſiſted in this hazardous Under- 
taking, and have neither Friends or Intereſt to re- 


commend me to your Honours, and ſhould I be 


deprived of my ſmall Employ, on this Occaſion, 
having nothing left, but my Induſtry, to recommend 
and ſupport me, — Yet, as I apprehend myſelf not 
to have been altogether unſerviceable in this Com- 
munity, whereof I have been fo long a Member; 


and that I have always conducted myſelf, in my 


humble Station, as my Duty required: (Having 
legally advanced the Revenue of his Majeſty, by a Me- 
thod unnoticed, and unpracliſed, by any Officer here 
before me) I think myſelf, at leaſt, intitled to hu- 
mane Treatment; — and being perſuaded, that 
were, you made acquainted with the Difficulties and 
Hardſhips impoſed on your active and uſeful Offi- 
cers here, in general, by your ſubordinate and ſub- 
reptious Delegates, which your Diſtance and high 
Stations prevent your immediate Knowledge of, 
G2 they 
$ From the Time of my being firſt employed by Mr. 
Martin, and 'till after Sit Marmaduke Wywill dyed, I never 
had the leaſt Difference with him, nor had he the leaſt Cauſe 
of Complaint; but all the Fidelity, Gratitude and Reſpect due 
to a Benefactor, were conſtantly obſerved by me to him: — Vet, 
all on a ſudden, as ſoon as Sir Thomas Prendergaſt came over, 
he became my implacable Enemy, and for no other Cauſe, I 
ſolemnly declare, that I could conceive, than my having ac- 
quired more Knowledge of the Buſineſs, and Affairs of the Of- 


fice, than he choſe 1 ſhould poſſeſs; which probably may be a 
material Objection againſt me this Day. 


[ 20 J 
they would certainly be removed or redrefſed; — 
therefore, as I cannot, for my own Part, longer 
filently or laviſhly ſubmit to ſuch Abuſes, let what 
will be the Conſequence; and depending on Honeſ- 


ty and Truth for my Support, and your Honours | 
| known Juſtice, and Humanity for Protection, 1 


have, for the preſent, thus far ventured.” 


This Addreſs, ſimple and unſupported as it was, 
yet, underwent a Scrutiny both in London and here, 
too tedious to be repeated; and various and artful 
were the Contrivances of the Authors of the Abuſes 
complained of, to mitigate the Juſtice of his Ma- 
Jeſty's Poſt- Maſter-General, who, it was ſaid (by a 
Perſon whoſe Employment intitled him to the beſt 


Intelligence) had impowered their Surveyor, Mr. 


WY ——1, to diſmiſs, or ſuſpend, either, or both 
of them, and particularly Sir Thomas Prendergaſt. 


And when the general Character of each of the 
Perſons complained of is conſidered, and the in- 


corrigible Malignancy of their Hearts: — Alſo, how 
much it was in their Power, by their Situation, to 
vent their Spleen, it will not be thought improba- 
ble, that every wicked Artifice was contrived and 


-practiſed by them, againſt the Author of their de- 
ſerved Diſgrace. | 


The Comptroller promiſed to Anſwer aiſtinRtly, | 


with reſpect to the Charges brought againſt him; 


but how to go about it was the Difficulty. — As 


for Sir Thomas, all his Endeavours, to ſupport his 
unjuſt Proceeding, proved abortive ;— for Truth 
ſhone with ſo bright a Luſtre, that the Countenance 
of Qppoſition could not bear its Beams : However 


it was thought expedient to do ſomething to blunt 


the Edge of the Accuſation, and palliate its Truth: 
And, accordingly, Mr. V began with fifty 
eight Queries, which he delivered to me in Write- 
ing, on the 25th of November, 1756, and Anſwers 
were returned, to each diſtinctly, on the Day after; 
but theſe Anſwers being found too full and ex⸗ 
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preſſive to anſwer their End, and the Surveyor be- 
ing alſo willing, \as was ſuppoſed, to indulge and 
ſerve Mr. Martin, took a Method of aſking the 
_ Clerks Queſtions in the Office, in the Midſt of 
Buſineſs, and when Mr. Martin was preſent, which 
prevented them from explaining their Sentiments 
with Truth and Freedom, of which they com- 
plained to me, and I mentioned it to Mr. 7: u, 
and to prevent ſuch partial Proceeding for the fu- 
ture, a Copy of the following Paper was delivered. 
« We, the Perſons hereunto ſubſcribing, do 
confeſs and acknowledge, that on any Enquiry 
that was to be made, concerning the Validity of 
„ Matters contained in a Caſe and Petition, drawn 
„* up and tranſmitted to the Right Honourable and 
_ « Honourable his Majeſty's Poſtmaſters-General, 
« by Mr. Chriſtopher Byron, in behalf of himſelf 
<* and Others, that our Advice and Requeſt to him 
„that if it was found expedient, or neceſſary, was, 
„ for us to be referred to, or examined on that 
Head, that it might be in a folemn Manner, 
*« on Oath, and not otherwiſe; as we apprehend 
“ any other Method would be incompatible with 
“ our preſent Situations in Office: — But that Man- 
« ner of Enquiry (as we are informed) being 
“thought unneceſſary or improper, we have, at the 
* Requeſt of ſaid Chriſtopher Byron, again, carefully 
* and impartially read over, and examined the 
Copy thereof, given to us by him (if correctly 
* or faithfully copied) and do ſay, that, except 
6 Miſtakes of Dates, or Periods of Time, which 
„ we do not pretend to the certain Knowledge of, 
* that the Tenor of it, or ſo much thereof, as re- 
5 lates particularly to us, and this Office, to the 
* beſt of our Conception, Recollection, and Belief, 
eis truly ſet forth.“ os 
General Poſt-Office, Dublin, Richard Tucker. 
4th December, 1756. Thomas Lee. 
EY 0 Coghill Haggerty. 
Samuel Dixon. 


Cc 
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m1} _ 
To the above Proteſt, againſt Mr. . 


ns 

Manner of Proceeding and Enquiry, the follow- 

ing was ſubjoined. 
« Mr. Byron apprehending by Mr. V 


Petition, Mr. Martin was to give in an Anſwer in 
Writing, to which Petitioner, if able, was to make a 
Reply. — The Method ſeemed ſo eligible and equi- 


oe. that nothing could be more ſatisfactory to 


the Petitioner, as he thereby imagined he would 
have an Opportunity of ſeeing any Error he might 
have committed, either through Ignorance, Miſ- 


apprehenſion, or Miſinformation; but that Method 


either being delayed or denied, the afore-mention- 
ed one of Enquiry, in a ſolemn Manner, was pro- 
poſed: But that alſo was thought irregular or 


improper, and Queries were given to the — | 


er, the 27th of November, 1756, by Mr. V 
to which he returned Anſwers the Day following,” 

„The Petitioner alſo apprehending by ſeve- 
ral Converſations he had with Mr. FF 1, that 
he had been guilty of Miſtakes, with reſpect to 
Dates and Periods of Time, and other Faults in 
the Chain of his Petition; he carefully, and with 
cooler Reflection, examined, and read it over, and 


does confeſs there may, and believes there are, 
Miſtakes of that Nature, as well as other immate- 


rial ones contained init; owing to the Hurry it was 
done in, and chiefly, on Recollection, an errone- 


ous Record; and that it is, in ſome Places, harſh- 


ly, and with too much Anger, (the natural Conſe- 
quence reſulting from Oppreſſion and Abuſe) ſet 
forth : — But conſcious that he never intended (et- 

ing forth a Falſhood, hopes to be'ggcuſed in ſaying, 
to the beſt of his Knowledge, Conception and Be- 


lief, that the Tenor or Subſtance of it is true; — 


which he moſt bumbly ſubmits.” _ 
The Petitioner — begs Leave to "OY that, 
if any Thing —— or convincing had been 


-n, that 
in Conſequence of the above- mentioned Caſe and 


offered, | 
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offered, of his being in Fault, by miſapprehending 
of Orders, or any other Particular ſet forth, he 
would with the greateſt Chearfulneſs, as readily 

and publicly retract, as ever he advanced his Er- 
ror; and make any Conceſſion, or Submiſſion, that 
could be expected; but cannot do it under the 

Appellation of a Lier; a Name which he utterly 
diſowns and deteſts; and appeals to Mr. Martin, 
who, he hopes, will do him Juſtice for a contrary 

G | 

General Poſt- Office, Dublin, 
4th December, 1756 CnRIST. BYRON. 


Six Days after the Delivery of this Paper, as it was 
requiſite that ſomething ſnould be done for Form's 
Sake at leaſt, and to enable the Surveyor to make 
his Report; I received the following Letter. 


General Foſt- Office, December 10th, 1756. 
, | | 
« As you have requeſted that Mr. John Lee, 
« Mr. Richard Tucker, Mr. Thomas Lee, Mr. Coghill 
„ Haggerty, and Mr. Samuel Dixon, may be examin- 
© ed concerning Matters contained in a Petition, 
* tranſmitted by you to his Majeſty's Poſt-Maſter- 
«General, pleaſe to acquaint the above named 
„ Gentlemen, that I beg they will attend for that 
« Purpoſe at this Office to Morrow, the 11th In- 
« ſtant, at 9 o'Clock in the Morning. 
- « am, Sir, your moſt humble Servant. 
3 V jene 
To Mr. Chriſtopher Byron. "ER 


In Obedience to this Direction, the above na- 
med Gentlemen attended, and were examined, by 
Mr. Wilſon, in Mr. Martin's Preſence, but not on 
Oath as had been requeſted : what further Progreſs 
he made after this, Examination, or what the Sub- 
ſtance of his Report was to his Superiors, in Eng- 


” 
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land, never came to our Knowledge, further than 
What will appear in the Sequel. 

This much with Gratitude is confeſſed, that he 
then eſtabliſhed every Officer in the Poſſeſſion of his 
right Employment, made conſiderable Augmenta- 
tions to the Salaries of all the Junior Officers, and 
added 20l. a Year to mine, which was before but 
151. and at the fame Time informed us, That it 
was his Majeſty's Poſt-Maſter-General's Order, that 
for the future, no Perſon whatſoever ſhould be put 


over our Heads, but that every Officer ſhould riſe ac 


cording to Semority. 
Now our Affairs ſeemed to be in a promiſing 


Train, all Matters in Diſpute were ſubſided, or at 


leaſt ſeemingly compromiſed for a While; nor was it 


ſuppoſed that any Attempt to deſtroy, or even invade 
the eſtabliſhed Syſtem of our regular Succeſſi- 


on, would ever be renewed, But, alas! How ſhort 
lived are our moſt ſanguine Hopes! How uncertain 


our beſt Enjovments! Our upright and impartial | 


Friends the Earl of Leicefter and Sir Everard Faw- 
kener died, and with them, as the Event demon- 


ſtrated, all our ſuture Expectations of ſeeing that 
honourable and equitable Rule they had ſo late- 


ly eſtabliſned, inviolably obſerved. 


For, on the like Invaſion of our Rights of Sueceſ 


ſion, we were again obliged to apply, by Petition, to 


_ the preſent Poſt-Maſters-General, forwarded to Lon- 
don the 10th of March, 1761, as followeth. 


To the Right Honourable the Earl of BESBOROUCH, 


and the Honourable RohERT HAMPDEN, . 
His Majeſty's Polt-Mafte: General. 


The CASE and PETITION of the OrrIc ERS of 


the General Poſt- Office, Dublin. 
Moſt humbly ſheweth, 


N HA the Employments i 10 your Petitioners 


are not only of the greateſt Truſt; but re- 
quire 
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quire above all other Civil Employments under the 
— the moſt ſtrict, aſſiduous, and con- 
ſtant Attendance, a Duty which however abſo- 


lutely neceſſary and ſevere in itſelf, does not in its 
Nature admit of the leaſt Indulgence, or Relaxation 


from Buſineſs; inſomuch ſo, that your Petitioners 
cannot in the whole Courſe of their Lives, pro- 
miſe or purpoſe any one entire Day to themſelves, 
tho? in the Execution of which, they beg Leave 
to ſay, the utmoſt Care, Fidelity, and Diligence, 
hath been by them, particularly by thoſe of the 
firſt Claſs, conſtantly and faithfully obſerved. 

* That your Petitioners are the Perſons who 


really and truly have the executive Part and Bur- 


den of the General Poſt-Office Buſineſs, of this 


Kingdom, on their Hands; in which they have ac- 


ted for a long and Series of Years, without abſent- 
ting themſelves (willfully) at any Time, from the 
neceſſary Attendance and Duty of their Employment. 


That it is and has been in a great Meaſure ow- - 


ing to Petitioners Care, Experience and Attention 


to the Buſineſs, that the Revenue of this Office 
was, and ispromoted and advanced, which certain- 


ly will and ever muſt be the Caſe, while we are pro- 


tecled in our juſt Pretentions, and ſupported in the ex- 


cluftve Rights, and Privileges of our different Depart- 
Mens. © - | ö „ 

« That the chief and only Motive, to induce 
your Petitioners, to undergo and conduct them- 
ſelves, Night and Day, through the Hardſhips of 
this Offioe, from their firſt Introduction therein, 


was, and is, the Preſumption of riſing in regular 


Succeſſion. 1 

That it is humbly preſumed a Vacancy did 
happen, whereby a Succeſſion was to take Place, 
on the Death of Mr. Walter Palliſer, late Alphabet 
Keeper to this Office. 7 

That Petitioners beg Leave to repreſent to 


your Honours what was done by them on that Oc- 
. D cafion, 


« waiting on you as he intended, and as he is ſtill 
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cafion, which will beſt appear from the Act itſelf, of 
which the following is an exact Copy, and which 


it is preſumed will give the cleareſt Information. 


To the Right Honourable WILLI AM HENRv For- 
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TESCUE, Eſq. Deputy Poſt-Maſter General. 


«© Honoured Sir, 


„ Mr. John Lee being confined by a 3 Fit 


of the Gout, for ſome Time paſt, prevented his 


too weak to venture abroad, is obliged (in con- 
junction with us) to take this Method, which we 
hope you will excuſe, of reminding you; that on 
the Death of Mr. Walter Palliſer, late Alphabet 
Keeper, he immediately waited on you, to put in 
for his Right of Succeſſion to that Employment, 
agreeable to the Cuſtom and Uſage of this Office. 
As we have not been favoured with any In- 
formation or Order in Conſequence thereof, and 
having ſome Reaſon to apprehend, that the Perſon 
who officiated in that Employment under Mr. Fal- 


iſer, has been applying to be eſtabliſhed therein, 


on a Preſumption of ſome Agreement made be- 


tween them in Mr. Pallifer's Life-time; without 


any other Title, Pretention or Claim, in Equity 
or Juſtice thereto; it is (if fo) a Circumſtance of 
ſuch a Nature, chat we can not avoid expreſſing 
our Concern and Surprize, as well as being alarm- 
ed on the Occaſion. 

For, as it cannot, with any Sort af Propriety 
be conceived, neither will it we hope be denied, 
that any Bargain, or Agreement, which Mr. Pal. 


liſer did, or could make, with any Clerk, or Af- 


ſiſtant, Jointly or otherwiſe, in his Office; during 
his Life-time, ſhould or can poſſibly affect or pre- 
vent our long and faithful Services, as well as hard 
laboured for Right of Succeſſion always uader- 
ſtood, and even | lately eſtabliſned and ſettled, by 


8 Means, 
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* Means, and on Account of our Application to the 


jf this Matter had not been miſrepreſented to 
their Honours the preſent Poſt-Maſters General, 


ſpect to the Alphabet, had been made before Mr. 


that we ought to have made: our Application at 


the Time that Mr. Edmond Browning was appoint- 


and intended for the Service of Mr. Browning only, 


tn I 


ce late Poſt-Maſters-General, on a ſimilar Occaſion, 
% and which we are convinced would ſtill be the Caſe, | 


„by the late Sir Thomas Prendergaſt, Bart, 

We therefore humbly requeſt, as Matter of 
„Right, as we humbly apprehend, that you will 
«© be pleaſed to appoint, or procure, ſuch Redreſs 
“ for us, as our Caſe (in your known Juſtice and 
« Equity) may appear to deſerve. 
Me are, Sir, with great reſpect, 

your very dutiful obedient and humb. Servants, 


Richard Boulger. John Lee, 
Richard Lockehart, Thomas Jones. 

_ George Skerrit. Richard Tucker. 
Walter Elickman. Thomas Lee. 
William Norris, Cg hill Haggerty. 


Chriſtopher Byron. 
This ſhort Remonſtrance was delivered by Petition- 
ers, to the Secretary, with our Requeſt that he 
would convey it, in the ſpeedieſt Manners to the 
Poſt-Maſter General here. 

That in fix Days after this Letter was ſent, it 
was returned to your Petitioners, by the Comptrol- 
ler of this Office; who, at ſame Time, inform 
ed your Petitioners, that the Regulation, with Re- 


Forteſcue's Time, and that that Employment was 
conferred on the Hon. Ponſonby Moore, Eſq.— and 


ed joint Alphabet-Keeper with Mr. Palliſer; but if 
we thought proper, we might apply to your Ho- 
nours to be redreſſed. 

« Your Peritioners beg Leave, humbly, to ob- 
ſerve, that they apprehend this Scheme was layed 


by the late Sir | Thomas Prendergaſt, Bart. who, «v8, 
94 are 


* 
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are ſorry to ſay, rendered himſelf for ever memo- 


Table, by a Conduct toward the Officers eſtabliſhed 


here, before his Time, to which we cannot give a 


ſofter Appellation, than that of Tyranny, and Op- 


preſſion; and who it is preſumed, and is ſufficiently 
apparent, intended the Reverſion of that Employ- 
ment for ſaid Mr. Browning, tho' he, Mr. Browning, 
never held any one Place in this Office, where a 
Succeſſion was eſtabliſhed or implied; and who was 


brought in but the other Day, comparatively to your 


Petitioners Time and Standing, and who was intro- 
duced as a Supernumerary, without Pay, and on 
Expectancy only, (as was alſo the Caſe of others of 
your Petitioners ſubſcribing hereto) and though he 
had quited the Office for ſome Time, yet ſuch was 


Sir Thomas's Partiality, that he was ſent for to the 


Country, and, in a ſhort Time, paſſed thro' the 
Office of Clerk to the Secretary, then acted for a 


Quarter of a Year as occaſional, or nominal Secre- 


tary, and received the Salary, tho' never eſtabliſh- 
ed as ſuch; and all this by dowaright arbitrary Vi- 
olence, in Preference to, and Prejudice of, an in- 


_ offenſive and diligent Man, and deſerving old Of- 


ſicer; & who, alſo, was compelled to attend and ex- 


cute the Buſineſs; tho' Mr. Browning received the 


Salary for it, and was made joint Alphabet-keeper 


with Mr. Palliſer, as well as Bag-maker to this Of- 


ſice | 

« This Method of joining, or disjoining Em- 
ployments, being a Circumſtance unprecedented, 
and unheard of before in this Office, was not con- 
ceived by us then to be ſufficient Cauſe of ground- 
ing a Complaint ; or at this Time, of depriving us 
of a Right of Succeſſion, to which we hambly ap- 
prehend we are well intitled; and that any Advan- 
tage ſhould be then taken, fromour Ignorance, or 
Miſapptehenſion of the Matter, was, in our hum- 
e Opinion, no other, than an Innovation, found- 


ed 
$ Mr. Pat. Magran. 
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LW | 
ed on Pretences that overturn all Right, and con- 
found all Reaſon.” 5 

“ That this diſagreeable Taſk we are obliged to 
undertake, of mentioning the Conduct of our late 
Superior in Office, is a Circumſtance, that nothing 


but our own Juſtification, and future Hopes, could 


poſſibly prompt us to; and we hope to be excuſed 


here, for recapitulating, Part of the Grievances and 


Oppreſſions we laboured under, and which at length 


forced us to complain, as every other Method for 
our Relief, was found impracticable.“ 
% Soon after Sir Thomas Prendergaſt came over 


| here, Deputy Poſt-Maſter-General, Mr. John Tyrill, 


our firſt Clerk of the Road, died; — a known and 
confeſſed good Officer, as well as a good Man, who 
had regularly ſuceeeded to that Employment, havin 

been upwards of fifty Years an Officer in this Of- 


fice: — In his Room and Stead, Sir Thomas Pren- 


dergaſt appointed, and put in, one Mr. John Gilmer, 
a young Gentleman, who never before had been 


employed in the Poſt-Office, and, therefore, conſe- 


quently utterly unacquainted with the Buſineſs. 
„As Mr. Walter Palliſer, then Alphabet-Keeper, 


and next in Station to Mr. Tyrill, and ſtanding as 


Clerk of a Road, declined putting in for that Em- 
ploy (tho' he often mentioned it) Mr. John Lee, 
who was, at the Time of Mr Tyrill's Death, ſe- 
cond Clerk of the Road, applied by Letter to the 
late Earl of Leiceſter for his Right of Succeſſion; 
and complained of Sir Thomas Prendergaſt's Pro- 
ceeding ; whereby he, Mr. John Lee, was ſo much 
injured; after four or five and twenty Years faith- 
ful and diligent Service in Office.” 


« Mr. John Lee immediatly received a Letter 


from the good Earl of Leicefter, which relieved him 


from all Doubts concerning his Right being in- 
vaded; and at the ſame Time a Letter came to Sir 
Thomas Frendergaſt, the Conſequence of which was, 

8 that 


1 1 
that Mr. John Lee was made firſt Clerk of the 
Road, in the Room and Stead of Mr. Tyrill.” 

« This Order for Mr. Lee's Appointment, was 
productive of conſtant Ill-nature and Reſentment 
from Sir Thomas Prendergaſt, which manifeſtly ap- 
peared ever after, in all his Conduct towards Mr. 
Lee. 29 
* Notwithſtanding this poſitive Order, (which 
it is preſumed was conceived in ſuch Terms, 
as would have prevented any other Perſon 
from acting ſo contrar 4 to Rule) Sir Thomas only 
changed Hands with Lee, had appointed Mr. 
Gilmer ſecond Clerk in Mr. Lee's Stead, in which 
Place Mr. Gilmer continued to act, and received 


the Salary, and Benefits, . for ſixteen Months after- 


wards, as well as can * remembered.” 


8 During this Time, Mr. Thomas Jones (Nephew 


to the late Sir Marmadake Fyvill, who was, and 


now is, next in Station to Mr. John Lee) as well 
as all the Reſt of the Officers under him, ſuffered 
greatly in their Employments; in ſo much, that a 
Petition was tranſmitted from this Office, com- 
plaining (as before mentioned) of our Situation, and 
praying for Relief.” 

« Sir Thomas Prendergaſt, as is preſumed, being 


made acquainted with this Matter, (and a Surveyor 
being ſent over from London with Orders to en- 


quire into, and regulate the Office) either thinking 
by his own Power and Influence to lay aſide our 
Pretenſions, or not will! g to do us the Juſtice he 
ought, ſent his Secretary (then Mr. Magran ) to 
Mr. Jones with this Meſſage; 

That if be, Mr. Jones, would write to his Friends 
in London, ( who had applied io my Lord Leicefter in his 


Behalf) that every Thing had been dine, bere, to his 


Satisfaction, and remain in the Place be then was; he, 


Sir 


$ The dias Petition in 1755, by C. Byron, to FOR 
Farl of Leicefler, and Sir Everard Fawkener. 
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Sir Thomas, would allow him an Addition to bis then 
Salary of twenty Pounds a Year. 

This Propoſal was, in the End, rejected by 
Mr. Jones, who, on that Occaſion, wrote a Letter 
to Mr. Willſon (the Surveyor from London, then 
here) requeſting if he had any Order from the 
Poſt-Maſter-General, concerning him, that he would 
communicate it as ſoon as poſſible. N 
The next Night, being Poſt-night, Mr. Gil 
mer was diſmiſſed in the public Office, by Mr. Will. 
ſon, — and Mr. Jones was appointed ſecond Clerk 
of the Road, as well. as every other Officer put in 
his proper Place, with an additional Salary to ſe- 
veral of the younger Officers, who much wanted 
it, (and here we beg Leave to obſerve to your Ho- 
nours, that the Salaries of the whole, having been 
appointed, when every neceſſary Proviſion was 

much cheaper than it now is, bear no Proportion 
to the preſent expenſive Time, notwithſtanding the 
great Encreaſe of our Buſineſs and Fatigue) and at 
the ſame Time, when Mr. Z/il/on had made the 
Regulation as above, he, alſo, was pleaſed to com- 
municate to us the following material and agreea- 
ble Order, whereon we are the more encouraged 
to found our preſent Addreſs, viz.” 

„% THAT IT WAS HIS MajesTy? 8. Pos r- 
MAS TER-GEkNERAL's ORDER, THAT, FOR THE 
FuTURE, No PERSON SHOULD BE PUT OVER 
ouR HEADS, BUT THAT EVERY OFFICER 
SHOULD RISE ACCORDING TO SENIORITY, — 
IF HE MERITED IT. 

& Such was the Relief, and ſuch was the Order, 
of your Honours noble, juſt, and generous Prede- 
ll in Office, the Earl of LERICESTFER and Sir 
EVERARD FAWKENER, Bart. whoſe Memory 
will be for ever held in the utmoſt Veneration, by 
a little, tho' grateful, and thankful Community 
here: — And ſhall any artful Deſign, calculated 
through Reſentment and Cunning, by a diſappoint- 

ed 
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ed Delegate i in Office, fired with Reſentment a- 
gainſt innocent and inoffenſive Men, be productive 
of any Deletion of ſuch merciful, and equitable Or- 
ders, (which could not be effected, or attempted, 
in the Life- time of the Donors) and this too under 
the Adminiſtation of a BeSBOROUGH and a 
HAMPD EN? — God-forbid! 

« Gloomy and melancholy was the Aſpect of 
our Situation after this, and, altho', made almoſt 
inſupportable, by the Severity of multiplied, unne- 
ceſſary, and nugatory Orders, we continued to act 
with redoubled Diligence, againſt a Torrent of 
implacable Reſentment.” 

We, your Honours Petia, always de- 
pending, and ever with Confidence relying on 
your Juſtice for Protection, have nothing to fear 

at any Time, but from Miſrepreſentation :— That 
this was the Caſe, with Reſpect to the Alphabet, 
was never doubted —And the Conſtruction we now 
put on that Proceeding is, that Sir Thomas Prender- 
gaſt informed your Honours, that that Employ- 
ment was a Place unconnected with, and abſtraCt- 
ed from the great Office, and, therefore, not in the 
Meaning of the Order, whereby a regular Suc- 
Ceſſion, (always underſtood) was eſtabliſhed.” 

* That the Alphabet-Office, at preſent, is not 
in, nor ſo contiguous to, the great Office as for- 
merly, is moſt certain ; — but that the Employ- 
ment of Alphabet-keeper (in the Memory of the 
oldeſt Officer here) whenever it was vacant, or 
even that Officer on any Occaſion abſent, or ſuſ- 
pended, was always offered to, filled by, or the 
Buſineſs done, by one of the Clerks of the Road, 
or other old and experienced Officer, —i8 allo as 
certain.” 


« This ſelf. evident Fact will admit 1 


Doubt, when your Honours are informed (which 
we here beg Leave to do) that the Employment 
of Alphabet-keeper has a Road annexed to it (that 
E 


IF 


is the Privilege of ſending and ſerving News-pa- 


pers) which at prefent is the great Munſter Road.” 

If it was at any Time lately conceived, that 
the Alphabet was, or ſhould be, a Place abſtracted 
from the Courſe of Succeſſion in this Office, and 
by its Situation ought not to be connected to, or 
interfere with the great Office, but fhould be a 


Place ſeparate and diſtinct in itſelf. — The fame 
Conſideration, if a Regulation of that Nature was 


in Contemplation, would doubtleſs transfer the Pri- 
vilege and Benefit of the Road from the Alphabet- 
keeper's Employment, to that of the Officer who 
acted in, and did the Buſineſs of the Road.” 
„That the Alphabet-keeper's Employment is 
of much more Eaſe, and not liable to the ſevere 
Duty of the general Letter-Office, is what we beg 


Leave to inform your Honours; and, therefore, 


ſeems as if it was deſigned for the Purpoſe and 
Benefit of an old Officer, unable longer to go thro' 
the Fatigue of an Office, where his Health and 
Strength had been exhauſted; and, who, after a 
long and faithful Diſcharge of Duty, had that only 

comfortable Retreat provided for the Remainder 
J177ͤ d _: 1 | 

6 Therefore to you, much-honoured Sirs, we ap- 
peal for Redreſs, and on you for our own Support, 
and every Thing that is dear to us, we muſt depend: 
And relying wholely on your Honours known 
and confeſſed Benevolence, as well as your Juſtice 


and Love to Mankind, we are, thus far (in Hurry 


and Anxiety, and unacquainted with the neceſſary 
Forms of Addreſs) encouraged to lay our preſent 
Caſe before you, humbly requeſting and hoping, 
« THAT your Honours will be pleaſed, to 
take the Matter into your tender Conſider- 
ation, and order us ſuch Relief, as the 
Nature and Circumſtance of our Situation 

may appear to deſerve.” | 
| AND OY ever Pray. 
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Though this humble Remonſtrance was ſigned 
by all the Officers who had a Right to Succeſſion, 
and not by a ſingle Perſon, as the former: And, 
therefore, could not have been rejected, without 
the moſt manifeſt Partiality and Violence : Yet, 
how ſhall I mention it? the Anſwer we received, 
or, at leaſt that was read to us, by Mr. F---—-e, 
their Deputy Poſt-Maſter here, was, — That they 
' had thought proper to confirm the Appointment made of 
Mr. Palliſer's Succeſſor, and defired that we ſhould 
never trouble them any more on that, or any other, 
Occaſion. — No Redreſs or Satisfaction was now to 
be expected it ſeemed rather to have been deter- 
mined, to eſtabliſh ſuch a Precedent, for the fu- 
ture, as would deprive the Officers of all Hopes 
of riſing in their Stations, or even of the common 
Right of complaining, when they thought them- 
ſelves injured : For that Reaſon, the Author of the 
foregoing Complaints was, at any Rate, to be re- 
moved: — How this was managed, and how equi- 
table the Proceedings were, will be beſt judged of, 
from the following Addreſs, tranſmitted to London, 
the 14th of September, 1761. . 


An ADDRESS to the Right Ho- 
ndurable WILLIAM Earl of Bes- 
BOROUGH, and RoBERT HAMDEN, 


Eſq. * Majeſty's Poſt - Maſter- 


General. 


May it pleaſe your Lede and Honour. 


* O redreſs the Injured, and protect ſuffering 5 
: Innocence, from the iniquitous Machinati- 
ons, and oppreſſive Tyranny of weak, and wicked 
| Men, ſeems to have been the original Deſign of Pro- 
vidence, in placing the beſt and moſt deſerving Per- 
ſons in the moſt honourable Stations. That which 
Four 
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our Honours ſo eminently fill, encourages me to 
5 that this Addreſs will, from its uncommon 
Nature and Circumſtances, | at leaſt merit your 
favourable Attention and Notice; a Favour which 
was conſtantly denied me here, as you will ſee af- 
terwards, and, therefore, has laid me under the 
more immediate Neceſſity of appealing to your Ho- 
nours, in whom, only, the Power is veſted of re- 
dreſſing the various and complicated Diſtreſſes 
which the under Clerks of his Majeſty's Poſt-Office, 
in Dublin, in general, and I in particular, have for 
2 Series of Years, tho ſilently, yet moſt ſeverely 
felt and laboured under.“ 
4 'am certain, that the Diſtreſs which I take 
the Liberty of repreſenting, in this Manner, will, 
if I am patiently heard to the End, appear to your 
Honours the moſt unpreſedented and cruel, that 
has been yet known or heard of, in any one Office 
held under his Majeſty, this only excepted; and 
for that Reaſon, moſt urgently demands and claims 
your immediate Inſpection and Redreſs.” 
Notwithſtanding my Inſignificance, or Obſcurity, 
J have always thought myſelf intitled to the Liber- 
ty (as I apprehend every Man is) of making my 
private Sentiment, founded on Truth and Reaſon, 
the Rule and Motive of my Conduct and Actions, 
and that, as I was not born to be a Slave, ſo I 
have always thought it my Duty to oppoſe Tyranni- 
cal Oppreſſion in every Shape, and complain of the 
Injuries impoſed by it, whenſoever, or by whom- 
ſoever committed, and particularly, when levelled 
againſt me or my Brother Officers.“ 
But, as this Method of Proceeding, tho moſt 
equitable in itſelf, could only affect thoſe iniqui- 
tous Men who were the Occaſions of it, ſo it has 
naturally raiſed the lawleſs Hand of ill-placed Power 
and Authority againſt me: Thus I have not only 
been ſometimes ſuſpended from my Employment, 
even for doing my Duty — [ ought, and according 
2 to 


1 | 
to the Orders 1 had received, but at all Times 
without any real, ſufficient, or juſt Cauſe aſſigned; 
and as my Diligence and Punctuality in my Stati- 
on rendered me always ſuperior to Cenſure, the 
leaſt Shadow of Offence was readily graſped at, 
and the moſt trifling and abſurd Reaſons alledged, 
in Order to give a Sort of Colour and Plauſibility 
to the unwarrantable Proceedings of thoſe petty 
Tyrants in Office ; whoſe Conduct on eyery Occa- 
ſion has always pronounced them the Reproach of 
Society, and Peſts to every civil Community.” 
The Perſons whom ] have fo juſt a Cauſe to 
complain of, and who have thus preſumed to abuſe 
the Power delegated ta them, and maltreat your 
under Officers here, were your late Deputy Sir 
Thomas Prendergaſt, and the preſent Accomptant 
Mr. Martin; who alſo moſt iniquitouſly and impro- 
perly acts as 1 omptroller. The former by frequently 
Iſſuing unneceflary and vexatious Orders, and by 
his violent Temper has rendered our Buſineſs fre- 
quently embarraſſing, ſometimes nugatory, but at 
all Times uneaſy; — the latter, to Sir Thomas's 
Orders and Violence, ſubjoined his own abuſive 
Controul particularly i in the Abſence of the other, 
and when entruſted. with a Power, which he al- 
ways abuſed, Havipg never been a Practiſed Offi- 
cer, and at beſt, had acquired only a ſpeculative 
Knowledge of the Buſineſs; and for Want of a re- 
quiſite Harmony of Temper to gonduct it in a peace- 
able and uniform Manner, he has often interrupted 
us in the regular Execution and Midſt of our Du- 
ty, by an unneceſſary Diſplay of his Authority; 
ſo that by his Pride and Il|-nature, his Majeſty's 
Buſineſs has often bee retarded, and was always 
remarked to be beſt diſpatched in his Abſence.” 
This is Mr. Martin s real Character in Office, 
which Sir Thomas Frendergaſt became early acquaint- 
ed with by his Obſervation of the Buſineſs when 
Mr. Martin attended, and when he did not 3 and it 


was 


* 3 
was alſo obſervable, that he ever after treated him 
accordingly.” 

It muſt be acknowledged, that Sir Thomas 
Prendergaſt, after he came to the Knowledge of Mr. 
Martin's Inſignificance in the Employment, took 
much Pains to underſtand, as well as direct, and 
attend the Buſineſs and Office in Perion, which 
rendered the other of little or no Conſequence, and 


proved no ſmall Satisfaction to the experiencd and 
active Officers here.“ Þ 


But it was, on the other Hand, as unfortunate 
to them in general, and to me in particular, 
that, as his Violence ſometimes hurried him beyond 
the Bounds of Moderation, fo by his repacious and 
monopolizing Temper, he interrupted the regular 
Succeſſion or Rotation of Places in this Office. This 
' Proceeding, being manifeſtly unjuſt, and contrary 
to the eſtabliſhed Cuſtom of the Office; (together 
with the abuſive Controul practiſed by Mr. Martin) 
obliged me in the Years 1755, to forward a Com- 
plaint, to his Majeſty's late Poſt-Maſters General, 
the Earl of Leiceſter and Sir Everard Fawkner, Bart. 
to which I humbly beg Leave to refer, and not- 
withſtanding its harſh, illiterate and imperfect Stile, 
is a true and faithful Hiſtory or Narative of the il- 
licit Proceedings and Practices in this Office to that 
Time.” | 

% The Succeſs of this Application anſwered in 
fome Reſpect our moſt ſanguine Expectations, as 
in Conſequence of it, the Poſt-Maſters- General ſent 
over their Surveyor from London, who not only diſ- 
miſled the Gentleman introduced and put over our 
Heads by Sir Thomas, and eſtabliſhed every Of- 
ficer in the Poſſeſſion of his right Employment, 
but made ſeveral uſeful and neceſſary Regulations 
and Alterations — among the reſt, advanced the 
Salaries of the younger Officers, and added 2ol. a Lear 
to mine, which was before but fifteen, after 
ſeven Years Service in Office. : 

| | (e t 
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c Tt will be eaſily perceived by your Honours, 
that this Step, tho' taken from a natural Principle 
of Juſtice, and Self-defence, and therefore in it ſelf 
innocent, if not laudable, as the Event demonſtrat- 
ed, yet was the Cauſe of Sir Thomas Prendergaſt 
and Mr. Martin's implacable Reſentment againſt 
me, —and hard, very hard indeed, was it for me, 
without Intereſt, without Friends, and without Con- 
nexion, but by mere Dint of Fatigue and Diligence 
only, to perſiſt in, and Diſcharge my ſevere Duty, and 
to ſupport myſelf in the Office, againſt their united 
Efforts to diſtreſs and remove me, from that Time, 
1755, to Saturday July 25th, 1761, when Mr. 
Martin was pleaſed to ſuſpend me from an Em- 
ployment that I had filled for many Years with the 
ſtricteſt Integrity and Honour, on every Occaſion, 
which cannot be denied even by Mr. Martin, my 
ſurviving Enemy. 
It is well known, that Sir Thomas, to gratify 
his natural capricious Temper, has ſuſpended even 
our firſt Officers on the moſt trivial Occaſions; and 
when there was no Buſineſs to do in the Office, he 
has ſuſpended an Officer for only ſtanding in the 
Hall playing with a Dog; another, for forgetting 
the Key of his own private Drawer in the Office, 
where he kept his old Pens, Sc. — But whenever 
my Turn of Suſpenſion came on, his Reſentment 
then flamed out with double Inveteracy, and every 
minute or even imaginary Miſcarriage, was magni- 
fled into a real Off-ace.” ? 
„When I have been thus ſuſpended, Sir Thomas 
has ſometimes ordered his Secretary to write, de- 
firing me to make my Application to him (Sir 
Thomas) to be ;eſtured, and when, in Compliance 
with this Direction, I have wrote my genuine, un- 
diſguiſed Sentiments, they were ſure never to pleaſe; 
and he has either alteced and mutilated them to his 
own Liking, or his Secretary has done ſo by his 


Direction. — Sometimes he has condeſcended to 
dictate 


1% 
dictate the Form, Verbatim, wherein his Pardon 
was to be implored, and whereby [ was deſired to 
acknowledge a Crime, that might (as I apprehend) 
on any future Occaſion, be a ſeeming Excuſe for 
his Conduct in ſuſpending me, — Theſe Letters, 
Sc. are now in my Poſſeſſion.“ 

It may be obſerved, that in all theſe artfully 
mean Proceedings, Sir 7 homas, and Mr. Martin, 
had ſtill a retroſpective Eye of Vengeance againſt 
me; for having tranſmitted that Memorial, in 1755, 
remarking on their Conduct; every Opportunity 
was therefore embraced with moſt malignant Plea- 
ſure to aim a deadly Shaft at me. 

* That Affair having made ſome Noiſe in Dub- 
lin, and being ſuppoſed to have been brought about 
by me, who am but an inconſiderable Perſon in it, 
it was judged expedient, by Sir Thomas and Mr. 
Martin, that ſome Sort of Palliative, or varniſhed 
Apology for their Conduct ſhould be found out, 
that might, in Part, Juſtify them 10 the Eyes of 
the World, I can't ſay in that of their own Con- 
| ſciences, or in the Opinion of the Officers here, 
who had certified the Truth of it from their own 
Knowledge.” 

After ſome Time, this was effected by Means 
of Sir Thomas's Intereſt and important Station, and 
Mr. Martin's Connexion with the Poſt- Office in 
London; and accordingly Sir Thomas gave me the 
following Extract of a Letter he had received from 
his Majeſty's Foſt. Maſter- General, dated 24th of 


_ -- March, 1757, wiz. 


« That he, Mr. Byron, do make Mr Martin fuch 
Acknowledgments of the Senſe he has of the Injury he 
might have done hm, as may be ſufficient to induce Mr. 
Martin to be reconciled to him, in ſuch Manner as may 
| enable them to live in Friendſhip together * the Time to 
comm. 

In Obedience to this Order, and as I deſired 
nothing more than to live in Friendſhip with ang 
an 
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and all Men, I immediately waited on Mr. Martin 
to make my ' Acknowledgements; but that was not 
thought ſufficient. — I then wrote a Letter to him 
acknowledging every Thing, and, (conſidering his 
Conduct) much more than he was intitled to ex- 
pect, from the Order taken in its fulleſt Latitude. 
— Bur after Sir Thomas and he peruſed it, it was 
returned — | then wrote another, which likewiſe 
did not pleaſe; — and Sir Thomas told me, that 
tho' the Words of the Order were,” may be Suffict- 
ent, yet my Apology muſt be made ſufficient, in 
ſuch Senſe, aud ſuch Words, as ſhould be accepta- 
ble to Mr. Martin; this he ſtrenuouſiy inſiſted on, 
tho' it was not imp lied in the Order or Direction 
from i that 1 ſhould give any written one 
whatever.” | 

« As ing 1 wrote was agreeable, I refuſed 
to write any thing further, unleſs they themſelves 
would preſcribe the Form 1 ſhould write in; there- 
upon Mr. Magran (then Secretary) was privately | in- 


ſtructed to inform me (which he did by a Writing 


under his Hand, now in my Poſſeſſion) that 7 ſhould 
acknowledge my Complaint to be groundleſs and upon 
trivial and inſufficient Motrves. 

« As Sir Th»mas and Mr. Martin by this ingeni- 


ous Contrivance had left me no Alternative, I was 


obliged (if I would retain my Employ) to comply; 
the” contrary to the Conviction of my own Reaſon, 
common Senſe, and to the Truth which I had ſo 
fully repreſented in that Memorialof 1755, and to 
the Orders and Regulations afterwards made in con- 
ſequence of it: but becauſe both were included 


therein, I concluded neither would be ſatisfied, but 


by that ſervile extorted Acknowledgment. 
“On ſuch low, artful, and ungeuerous, I had al- 
moſt ſaid ungentleman like, Proceedings, has this 
long projected Scheme for my Diſmiſion been built; 
and it is obvious that the ſeveral Suſpenſions, and 
various other Hardſhips impoſed on me, from time 


E 

to Time were contrived and intended for no other 
Purpoſe than to ripen it, right or wrong, for exe- 
cution. 5 


This, however, Sir Thomas did not live to ſee, 


and ſo bequeathed the completion of the Scheme 


to Mr. Mariin. - 
had indeed, ſome faint Hopes, that after ſo 
remote a Time as 1755, his Reſentment might 

reaſonably have ſubſided, particularly as I had al- 


ways taken Care to avoid giving Offence in any 


Part of my Conduct, and to Diſcharge my Duty 
in its utmoſt Extent, but this was the more diſa- 
greeable to him, and therefore I was the more miſ- 
taren. 


« And as I am perſuaded and have the utmoſt 


Reaſon to believe, that private, implacable Reſent- 


ment alone, was the only Motive for his virulent Pro- 


ceeding againſt me, — I would willingly give your 
Honours the beſt Information in my Power as to the 


Occaſion, yet (except my former Complaint or my 
having acquired more Knowledge of the Buſineſs in 


general then he choſe I ſhould poſſeſs) I cannot 


poſſibly recollect any other than the following trifle- 
ing Circumſtance, which perhaps in the Opinion of 
ſome might have been an Aggravation of my for- 
mer Offence. 

“ On the late Election in this City for two Mem- 
bers to ſerve in Parliament, and I being unfortunate- 


ly what we term a Freeman, Mr. Martin was pleaſed 


to addreſs me in the Poſt - Office in the following 
authorotative and dictatorial Manner, Mr. Byron, 
the Poſt-Maſter- General (or Mr. Forteſcue) was 
Feſterday at the Tholſel and Voted for Sir Char- 
« Hes Burton and the Recorder; — I deſire, Sir, that 
4 you may go there this Day, or by 12 Oo Clock to 
« Morrow and Vote for them alſo.“ I replyed; 
« Sir, Mr, Forteſcue is at liberty to Vote for 
whom he pleaſes, and I hope he or you will not 

« exact or expect my W in that == 
3 | ut 
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© but leave me at the ſame Liberty alſo; I have 
the honour of being known to Sir Charles Burton 


“ and — here he interrupted me — Sir I have no- 


thing to ſay to that — remember, Sir, I tell you 
“ fo, that's all, that's all.” and then ſtalked off 
with an Air of ſullen Diſappointed Dignity. — I 


had ſeveral Meſſages from him afterwards to the 
ſame Purpoſe, to which I returned the moſt modeſt 


Excuſes I could deviſe, and to convince him that no 
Menaces could influence me, I was at length o- 
bliged to tell the Meſſenger, that let what will 


be the Conſequence, and that if I was ſent to New- 


gate for it, by G—d I would give one Vote to 
Doctor Lucas, which I accordingly did, and as I 


had the Honour of being acquainted with Sir Charles 


Burton, and always entertained the higheſt Reſpect 
for him and his Family, gave him the Other.” 


Mr. Martin's imperious and over-bearing Man- 


ner is very legible, without a Comment, in the 


foregoing ridiculous Scene.” 
© It was, indeed, the Opinion of moſt of the 


Officers here, that my Suſpenſion might partly be 


occaſioned by a Letter we wrote to the Poſt-maſter- 
General, then in the Country, ayd the Anſwer he 
was pleaſed to write, wherein he ſaid, he was pleaſed 
with, and approved of our Conduct, &c. This Letter 
was thought to give Mr. Martin great Offence, 
tho' it only contained a modeſt Hint of the abuſive 


Controul, he uſually exerted over us. — I take the 


Liberty of tranſcribing it, as follows.” 


To the Right Hon. William Henry Forteſcue, Eſq. 


Poſt-Maſter-General. Dublin, July 19, 1761, 
n Honoured Sir, 
«© We received, laſt Night, from Mr. Ravill, 


< Copies of an Order ſigned by you, requir ing us 
< to attend the uſual Office Hours.” 


„As we are apprehenſive ſome Cenſure is im- 


* plied, we are the more uneaſy ; ; being conſcious 
( of 
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« of doing our ſeveral Duties (during your . Ab- 
„ ſence, and the Illneſs of the Accomptant) with 


the utmoſt Care and Diligence, and if not much 
<< better, at leaſt as well as it ever was done at any 
other Time, both for his Majeſty's and the Pub- 
ce lick Service. — We, therefore, hope no Miſre- 


„ preſentation has, or will, prejudice us in your Opi- 
nion; and beg Leave to aſſure you, Sir, that while 
«© ever we are permitted to do our ſeveral Duties, 
& as become Men, we will uſe our utmoſt Endeavours 
** to merit your Approbation end Eſteem.” 

% We are, Honoured Sir, 

with great Reſpect, 
“ your very dutiful and 
“ moſt obedient, humble Servants, 


Chriſtopher Byron. Richard Tucker. 
Richard Boulger. 2 Haggerty. 
1 „ homas Lee. 


As we were the principal Perſons that executed 
the Buſineſs, and that I was ſuſpended in a few 
Days after; at a Time too when the utmoſt Care 
and Diligence was 'obſerved by me, as well as all 
the Reſt of the Officers, whoſe Care and Conduct 
then, left Mr. Martin no Way to gratify his Ma- 
lignancy, but by taking, or procuring, Minutes of 


the Time we came to the Office Mornings or Even- 


ings. I will, with your Honours Patience, lay be- 
fore you the whole ſubſequent Proceedings, which 
began with the following Letter to Mr. An 
wrote the ſame Day.“ | 
To Edward Martin, Eſq. 
© Saturday, July 25, 1761. 

« I went to the Country on Wedneſday Morning, 

« immediately after Office Buſineſs was over, and 


“ intended to have returned that Night, but was ſo 


- 2 (not being uſed to Riding) that I was 
F 


-1 < mot 


im) 


not able to return before the Pacquet came in 
next Morning. You were not up, at the Time 


<« ] received the Letter that was the Occaſion of 


* my going, and I applied to Mr. Jones (in Caſe 
e the Pacquet ſhould come in, before. I returned, 


„ which I did not expect) for Leave, and to ex- 


„ cufe me to you, which he promiſed. „ 


„1 am ſorry I had not the Luck to write 
„ to you, as I find Mr. Jones neglected ſpeax- 


ding, tho' I told him my Neceſſity, therefore hope 


E you'll excuſe for this Accident. Sir, 
“ Your moſt humble Servant,” 

5 CHRIST. Byron.” 
The real Cauſe of my going to the Country 
that Morning, which all the Officers knew, and [ 
told M. Martin, was a Letter I had received ac- 
quainting me that my Father was dying, whom, 
tho' a poor Man, I thought it my Duty an that 
Occaſion to attend. 1 
4 received a Letter, from Mr. Ravill, in An- 
ſwer to mine to Mr. Martin, informing me, that he 
could not reſtore me, 'till he had acquainted the 
Poſt-maſter-General (then in the Country) of the 


Nature of my Suſpenſion. 8 


After waiting ſome Time, 'till I thought ſuch 
an Anſwer might have been received, I ventured to 
write to Mr. Martin again, to know the Poſt-maſter- 


_ General's Pleaſure, and was informed by Letter, 


that he had confirmed my Suſpenſion, and any Applica- 
tion 1 had to make for a Keftoration, muft be made to 


Him. 


Sincerely believing, as I ſtill do, that the Poſt- 
maſter-General would not have confirmed my Suſ- 
penſion, if he was truly informed of the Cauſe; and 
not knowing how Mr. Martin (or the young Lady 
Who wrote for him) repreſented the Matter, or 
me, to him, I wrote the following Letter.“ 
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To the Right Honourable alliam Henry ens 


| Eſq. Poſt-Maſter-General. 

„ Honoured Sir, Auguſt 2d, 1761. 
Nothing but Neceſſity of a moſt urgent Na- 
ture, together with the high Opinion I entertain 
of your Candour, Juſtice and Gentility, could 
poſſibly prompt me to trouble you with a Letter, 
in which I ſhall endeavour to be as explicit and 
conciſe, as the Nature and: Circumſtance of the 
Matter (in my humble Opinion) will admit, and 
hope, Sir, for your Indulgence and Excuſe.” 
have ever been a regular, ſober and diligent 
Officer, and have gone through, executed, or 
acted in, every particular Place and Station i in 
the different Offices; as well Accomptant's, as 
Secretary's, Inſp ector of Franks, and great Of- 
fice: In which Lv diſcharged the ſeveral Du- 
ties and Truſts repoſed in me, and conſequent 
thereon, with a Fidelity and Exactneſs excelled 
by None : This will not, nay cannot be denied. 
However foreign or diſagreeable this may be to 
me to mention, at preſent, or ſelf-ſufficieat it 
may appear, where the Cauſe and Spring of the 
Motives that force it are not known; I cannot 
avoid acquainting you, Sir, that from my having 
a more univerſal Knowledge, and Acquaintance 
with the Buſineſs of the Office in general, 
and the Experience and Pains I have taken in 


the Execution thereof. — I have ever been con- 


ſidered a moſt uſeful, if not the moſt uſeful Of- 
ficer, in the Poſt- Office; and have the Vanity to 
think, as well as ſome Reaſon to believe, my 
Character, Capacity, and Integrity as much to 
be depended on, and as irreproachable, as an 
Perſon's that ever was in the Degree of an Of- 
ficer, and ia my Station. 

« As my Duty required, fo my Iaclination led 
me, to pay all neceſſary Attention to the Buſi- 
* neſs of my Employment, as far as mortal Power, 
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Health or Fallibility would permit, notwithſtand- 
ing which, and my moſt ſanguine Intention to 
the contrary, I have often ſlept on Poſt-mornings, 
a Quarter or Half an Hour beyond my Time, 
and often came a Quarter or Half an Hour before 
it, and ſometime (tho! very ſeldom theſe ten Years 
paſt, being married ſo long) have been abſent 
from a Pacquet; which has been the Caſe of 


every Officer, — but whenever it ſo happened, 


that I came Jater than the preciſe Moment re- 
quired, I was always willing, as well as able, to 


do, and did, make up by Diligence, what was 


loſt by Accident. 


On WWedneſday Morning the 22d ub. I re- 


ceived a Letter from the Country, which put 
me under the unavoidable and immediate Neceſ- 
ſity of going thither. 


* As I had no Occaſion, or did not trouble Mr. 
Martin on any Buſineſs, or even thought it pro- 


per, ſince his Illneſs, and he alſo being in Bed, 


when the Buſineſs was over, I applied to Mr. 
Jones (then acting as Superior,, or firſt Clerk) 
and told him my Neceſſity for going, and in Cafe 
the Pacquet ſhould come in before I returned, 


(which I did not expect) requeſted he would ex- 


cuſe me, which he promiſed. 

« The Pacquet came in on Thurſday Morning 
before I returned, but I attended and did my 
Duty, Thur/day Night, and Friday Morning. Sa- 
turday Noon Mr. Martin ſent for me, and on 
my waiting on him, told me he ſuſpended me 
for being ”__ from the Pacquet the preced 18 
Thurſday, 

ts — to ſatisfy him with the Reaſon 
and Cauſe of my being abſent, but as I did not 


care to trouble him with much ſpeaking, I came 


home and wrote him a Letter, explaining the 


*© whole Matter, and hoping for his o 


| which 
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which I received a Letter, in Anſwer, by his 
“ Direction, from Mr. Ravell, telling. me, that he, 
Mr. Martin, could not reſtore me, *till he had 
„ acquainted you, Sir, with the Nature of my Suſ- 
„% penſion. 

“ By being abſent from the Pacquet, under the 
% Circumſtances before-mentioned, I really thought 
« committed no Crime, but as I was not rebuked 
c or reprimanded before I was ſuſpended, muſt 
< believe I have failed in ſome Point of Form or 
«© Duty, which I aſſure you, Sir, was more owing 
* to Hurry and Inadvertence, than any Intention, 
“therefore humbly hope you will pleaſe to reſtore, 

„ Honoured Sir, 

* your very dutiful, and 
„ moſt obedient Servant, 
„ CHRIST, BYRON. 

The Reaſon why 1faid I did not care to trou- 
ble Mr, Martin with much ſpeaking was, becauſe his 
Diſorder had affected his Tongue, and I thought 
he ſpoke in much Pain.” 

« As I received no Anſwer from the Poſt-maſter 
General to my Application, I wrote to Mr. Mun 
again, in theſe Words.“ | 

To Edward Martin, Eſq. 
ä Aug. 13th, 1761. 

« It is three Poſts ſince I applied to the Poſt- 
6 Maſter-General to be reſtored, agreeable to your 
c Inſtruction, received by Letter from Mr. Ravell; 
„ ſince which I called on Mr. Ravell, to know if 
e there was any Order, in Conſequence of my Ap- 
c plication, but heard of none. 

+ If you, Sir, have received any concerning me, 
<& T will be much obliged to you to communicate 
it to, Sir, 

0 Jour moſt obedient Servant, 
CnRIS r. ByROx. 
n 
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& received a Letter from Mr. Ravell in anſwer 
to the above, that the Poſt-Maſter-General had 
wen no Order for my being reſtored.” 
& The Poſt- Maſter-General come to Town the 
17th or 18th of Auguſt, and I waited on him the 


Day following with my Requeſts, that he would 


pleaſe to reſtore me to my Office; and not being 
conſcious of any deſigned or wilful Neglect, or 
any Crime, that deſerved Suſpenſion, I was ſo par- 
tial to myſelf as to think it would be immediately 
granted: — But, to my great Surprize, he told 
me after a long Pauſe, he would confider of it. — I 
thought it, however, prudent to wait til] he came 
down Stairs from Mr. Martin, and perceiving him 
going, aſked him if I had occaſion to wait any 


longer? and was anſwered, No.” 


My Surprize and diſtreſſing Apprehenſions, 
were greatly encreaſed, at this unexpected Anſwer; 
not only as I thought it undeſerved, but becauſe I 
alſo then recollected a Declaration he was pleaſed 
to make to all the Officers, who attended him ſome- 
time before, by Appointment, on Account of an 
Application made to your Honours, for a Claim of 
Succeſſion to the Alphabet Employment, which 
Mr. John Lee apprehended he had a Right to; and 
that my Apprehenſions were well-grounded, will 
appear from that Declaration, which was as follows. 
„After informing, us, That your Honours had 
thought proper to confirm the Appointment of Mr. Pal- 
liſer's Succeſſor, and that you deſired never to bear more 


from us, on that or any other Subject: — He was alſo 


pleaſed to add, that, as he could not always be in 


the Way himſelf, to mind the Office, he muſt de- 


pend on Mr. Martin to ſee the Buſineſs performed, 
Sc. and that if Mr. Martin ſhould ſuſpend any of us, 


he would not reſtore the Perſon ſo ſuſpended, 'till 
Mr. Martin would make Interceſſion for him; — a 


Favour, indeed, we could not with any Probability 
expect 


1 
expect, let our Caſe be ever fo juſtifiable. — Thus 
left in the malevolent Power, and at the Mercy of 
Mr. Martin, without any Cauſe, we were reduced 
to the miſerable Condition of Slaves, and he treat- 
ed us accordingly as ſuch.” 
Full of Perplexity on my dubious Situation, 


and receiving no further Anſwer to determine me, 


I went to the Office next Morning, where the Poſt- 
| Maſter-General was expected, and underſtanding 
he was to go to England that Day, I wrote a Me- 

morandum which I ſealed up, and left for him on 

his Deſt.” © - | 

As I apprehend that Memorandum contains, 

_ only a proper Defence of my Conduct and Charac- 

ter, againſt the unjuſtifiable Defigns of Mr. Martin, 


who ſtill continued my moſt implacable Enemy; 


and notwithſtanding the Order from London, deſired 
we ſhould live in 1 for the Future, yet had 
been working in the Dark for many Tears to com- 
pleat my Deſtruction; and as it breaths ſomething 
of a Dependance on your Honours againſt his evil 
Machinations, tho' not foreſeeing, that I ſhould 
have this Neceſſity of troubling your Honours, I 
take the Liberty of tranſcribing it here.” 
Mem. Dublin, Auguſt 20th 1761. 
« Mr. Byron preſents his humble Duty and Re- 
6 ſpects to the Right Honourable the Poſt-Maſter- 


General, and requeſts it as an Act of Juſtice, that 


he will be pleaſed to direct an Enquiry to 
© be made into the Cauſe of his Suſpenſion, as 
© Mr. Byron is apprehenfive, and has good Reaſon 
© to believe, he was ſuſpended from his Employ- 
© ment more through private Reſentment, than 
« any Reſpect or Regard to the Neceſſity of 
« Office, or the public Buſineſs thereof: Being 
« confident during the Accomptant's Illneſs, and 
& Incapacity of attending, and at the Time he, 
Mr. Byron, was u 2 the cloſeſt Applics- 
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al © 
tion was obſerved by him, as well as all the Reſt 
of the Senior- Officers; and the Buſineſs perform- 
ed for the publc Service, better than at any other 
Time whatever; a Fact as notorious as demon- 
ſtrable; owing, in a great Meaſure, to Mr. By- 
ron's particular Aſſiduouſneſs. | 
** Mr. Byron is very ſorry he is under the Ne- 


ill-uſed, as an Officer in the General-Poſt-Office, 


* became a good and faithful Officer.” 


„Mr. Byron requires, nor deſires no Favour or 
Indulgence, but what he humbly apprehends he 
is intitled to, as a Servant (however inconſi- 


derable) of his Majeſty's Poſt-maſter-General, 


through that Juſtice, Humanity, and Equity 


which he has on a former Occaſion experienced, 


and which he Hopes will ever govern the Poſt- 
Office.” 


© Mr. Byron begs Leave to fay, if the General- 


Poſt-Office was the the private Property, or 
Houſe, and the Officers the menial Servants of 


the Accomptant's (as by his Conduct and Treat- 
ment of them in general of late it appears, or 


ſeems to wear the Complexion of,) Mr. Byron 


would diſclaim, as well as diſdain, any Applica- 
tion for Redreſs But as he humbly apprehends 


. (notwithſtanding Appearances) that is not, nor 
cannot be the Caſe, Mr. Byron hopes, as he is 
open to Conviction, that no private or malicious 
Inſinuation, or abſolute or arbitrary Proceeding 
will be ſuffered to prejudice him in his Em- 


ployment, or the Opinion of the Poſt-Maſter- 
General.“ 
“If he has commited any Crime in, or by Rea- 


lon of his * he is ſatisfied to ſuffer 
% any 
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ce any Puniſhment it deſerves, — if not, — he hum- 
„ bly hopes to be exculpated.“ 8 

« Notwithſtanding my repeated Applications, 
and the Reaſonableneſs of the Requeſt urged in this 
Memorandum, yet, unexamined, unſent for, and 
unheard, I received a Letter in the Evening of the 

ſame Day, in theſe Words.” DE 
| 5 General-Poſt-Office, Dublin, 
Sir, 5 Auguſt 21ſt, 1761. 


6 The Poſt-Maſter- General received yeur Let- 


« ter directed to him in the Country, and your 
« Memorandum in Town, which occaſioned the 
looking into the Suſpenſton-Book at this Office, 
<© wherein he obſerved, that inſtead of your being 


bo 4 - 
the Officer you mentioned; that you have been five 


Times ſuſpended, and he has given Orders to ac- 
« quaint you, that he has no further Occaſion for 
your Service. I am Sir, 
Tour very humble Servant, 

| 2 Jos. RaveLL. 
To Mr. C. Byron, Euflace-Street. © | 
As I never had the leaſt Conteſt with, or in 
any Manner, to my Knowledge, diſobliged the pre- 


ſent Right Honourable Gentleman appointed to 


preſide over us, but on the contrary, had the ut- 
moſt Reſpect and Eſteem for him; and even be- 
ing informed he expreſt great Concern, fearing the 
Buſineſs of the Office would not be conducted as 
it ought during Mr. Martin's Illneſs; I waited on 


him at his Houſe to relieve him from all Doubts 


and Apprehenſions concerning that Matter; and 


aſſured him it would, and it certainly was better 


done then, than at any Time whatever : And as 


my Station, as well as my Service and Time of 


3 ſtanding 


Whether this was making a Requeſt, or acting like a Man 
and goed Officer? let others determine: — And what Puniſh- 
ment, or whethet any ſhould be inflicted for ſuſpending a Man 
from a public Employment, and acting on thoſe Principles, is 
alſo left to the Deciſion of the Impartial.” | 


\ 


Py 
- 


1. 
ſtanding in Office, in my humble Opinion, intitled 
me to it, I did at leaſt expect ſome Examination 
or Tryal, agreeable to my Requeſt, before he pro- 
ceeded to ſuch Extremity: — This Mr. Martin for 
obvious Reaſons, did not chooſe to venture upon, 
and, therefore, (as I ſuppoſe) prevailed on him not 
to grant.“ „ _ | 
& The Letter before-mentioned, that contained 
the Reaſon given for diſmiſſing me, ſays, That in 
hooking over the Suſpenſion- Book, it was obſerved, that 
inſtead of being the Officer 1 mentioned, I bad been five 
Times ſuſpended.” | 
eln my own Juſtification, and for Brevity's 
Sake, tho' it is to me as diſagreeable, as I am not 
inſenfſible it is unſeeraly, to mention any Thing to 
my own Advantage, yet, on this Occaſion, I hope 
your Honours. will indulge me in a few Queries, 
which I humbly beg Leave to offer, and which I 
would be glad to have anſwered by my greateſt, 
and to my Knowledge the only, Enemy I have in 
the World, Mr. Martin.“ | | | 


17. How does it appear that I have not been the 
Officer mentioned in my Letter to the Poſt-Maſter- 
General, of the 2d of Auguſt, 1761, and the Me- 
morandum left for him the 2oth of the ſame 
—_—  -- - 

2d. Have I not acted in, and done the Buſineſs 
in every Department ſet-forth in that Letter? 

4g. Was there ever a more uſeful Officer in the 

General- Poſt- Office, in Dublin? | 

4th. Was there ever a more regular, ſober, or 
diligent Officer employed? — or one of more Ex- 
perience, Knowledge or Ability in the Buſineſs? 
5th. Did not Sir Thomas Prendergaſt and Mr. 
Martin, both conſider me as ſuch, before I com- 
plained ? 5 5 
6%. Nas I ever, on any Occaſion, ſuſpended, till I 
complained of Sir Thomas Prendergaſt and Mr. 
Martin's Proceedings in Office? 
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7th. Have I not in ſome Inſtances, that no Officer 
here ever attempted before me, advanced the Re- 
venue very conſiderably ? 

$:þ. Did it not appear to Sir Thomas Prendergaſt, 
that inthe Caſeof counterfeit Franks, in eight Days 
Time, with my Aſſiſtance only, the grois Charge 
of that Article has been, for the Benefit of his 
Majeſty, 541. 145. 2 d. 

tb. Have I not always been a material Officer 
in the Inſpection of counterfeit Franks, from the 
Commencement of that Employment in this Office 
and before? And in the Abſence of the Inſpector, 
by Sickneſs or Leave, have | not, by Order, done 
the Buſineſs of Inſpector, and conſtantly aſſiſted in 
that Department (excluſive of my own) without 
the leaſt Conſideration or Reward ? 5 

10:h. Have I not been particularly remarkable in 
doing, and having the Buſineſs done as it ought, 
and with more Expedition, than ever it was done 
in my Abſence? 1 5 
1165. Havel not diſcharged every Truſt repoſed 
in me, with Honour? and is there the leaſt room 
to object to, or ſuſpect my Integrity, Capacity of 
Honeſty? 5 | — 

And Laſtly. Was there any juſt Cauſe for my 
late Suſpenſion ? 

If theſe few Queries are fairly and truly an- 
ſwered, I indulge a Hope your Honours will be- 
lieve, that nothing but Malice, joined with a to- 
tal Diſregard to his Majeſty's and the public Buſi- 
neſs; and to gratify a private, impertinent Reſent- 
ment, could poſſibly have deprived your Officer of 
his long laboured' for, and hard earned Bread.” 

Let my Situation be ever ſo affecting, or Cir- 
cumſtance ever ſo diſtreſſing, I would not chuſe to 
mention it, as an Argument to excite Compaſhon, 
or procure Equity: — But as I have been employed 
in, and concerned for, the Poſt-Office, ever fince I 

was 8 Youth, and always preſerved a fair Character, 
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63 
it is too late for me now to look elſewhere for Bread; 
and as my Condition in Life will convince your 
Honours, that my ſole Intention (as I feel for ma- 
ny beſides myſelf) muſt have been to attend my 
Buſineſs, and diſcharge with Honour every Truſt 
repoſed in me; I cannot avoid acquainting your 
Hononrs, that I have a Wife, ſix Children, and a 
helpleſs Father (theſe ſixteen Years paſt) depend- 
ing on my Induſtry.” * 8 
„ Theſe Conſiderations alone, prevailed on me 
to bear many Inſults and Abuſes from the Ac- 
comptant in the Office, ſince the Death of Sir 
Thomas Prendergaſt, in whoſe Time, indeed, he did 
not dare to aſſume ſo much the Carriage and Ap- 
pearance of a tyrannical Baſhaw.” _. 
As he evidently loſt his Conſequence with Sir 
. Thomas Prendergaſt, who always required the Ac- 
counts to be kept forward, and not poſtponed, it 
was remarked he grew petulent, and abſented him- 
ſelf from the Office, on Pretence of Sickneſs, in 
Oppoſition to his Superior's Deſire; I call it Re- 
tence, becauſe at one particular Time that he ſo 
abſented himſelf, he has been found drunk on the 
moſt public Bridge in this City, at three or four 
o'Clock in the Morning, and was taken up, and 
brought Home by Gentlemen paſling by, notwith- 
ſtanding his great Pretenſions to Care, Regularity, 
the Buſineſs of the Office, and his requiſite Duty.” 
“ And ſince I have mentioned this, it will not 
be unneceſſary for me, in my humble Opinion, to 
inform your Honours, that ſince the Death of Sir 
Thomas Frendergaft, he has often came into the Poſt- 
Office, late ar Night, drunk, and behaved very a- 
buſi ve and inſulting to the Officers, gibeing and ag- 
gravating them in the Execution of their Buſineſs, 
and exulting in a moſt unbecoming Manner, ſaying, 
II let you know who is Poft-Maſter-General now ! and 
after kicking about and breaking the Veſſels that 
held the three Quarts of Ale allowed each Poft- 
| | ot 
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Night for the Refreſhment of the Officers, he has 
been prevailed on to go to Bed, and not be ſhew- 
ing ſuch bad Example to the younger Officers. — 
This Conduct and Kind of Behaviour, became fo 
| habitual to him, when he was indulged with a 
Power, that at a Feaſt at the Lord Mayor's of 
this City, he has forgot himſelf fo far, as to in- 
ſult the firſt Men (as was reported) of the Nation, 

for which he was ordered or turned out of the 
Room, and obliged by his Superior in Office, to 
go and beg Pardon of the Gentlemen offended ; par- 
ticularly the preſent Speaker of the Houſe of Com- 

mons of this Kingdom.” , 

* As I never made any particular Enquiry, ſo I 
never learned for certain, whether his Conduct in 
the Office he was employed i in at the Cuſtom- 
Houſe, before he became Clerk to the Secretary 
in this Office, was quite irreproachable; neither has 
it been in my Power to diſcover, by what Means 
(except by the Inability or Inactivity of the old 
Offioers) he has acquired ſo great an Influence, or 
ſtamp'd that Impreſſion of Conſequence on him- 
ſelf which he now aſſumes in this Office: Be that 
as it may, ſome are ſo uncharitable as to inſinuate, 
that in the former Office his Conduct did not ſtand 
exempt from Cenſure, tho' they don't ſay why, or 
in what Manner, he left it; and that he has de- 
ſerved it here, l Know, and have felt, from fad 
Experience.” 

«© Whether it is to be imputed to Accident, or 
Inclination, or from a mere Spirit of Oppoſition, 
to the Officers who underſtood their Buſineſs, (a 
Qualification he always diſcouraged) I cannot = 
termine; unleſs he might have apprehended, 
would have been a tacit Reproach on his own Sg 
experience, ſo frequently obſervable in his awkard 
and abſurd Manner of directing the Buſineſs ; — 
yet it is as unqueſtionably true, as it is univerſally 
known, that he has countenanced and protected 

the 
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the moſt ignorant and infamous Perſons that ever 
were introduced or employed in this Office, againſt 
all Reaſon, Demonſtration and Conviction; and, 
on the other Hand, oppreſſed the moſt ſenſible and 
deſerving ; one of whom (Mr. Samuel Dixon) is 
now employed in Mr. Calcraft's Office, in London.” 

„One Inſtance of this Kind is not to be much 
wondered at (being of a Piece with all his Conduct 
towards me ſince the Death of Sir Marmaduke 
Mpyvill) and an Attempt to ruin me in my Cha- 
racter and Employment, by Means of one Mr. 
Quinn, who, by Order, aſſiſted in my then De- 
partment, and received Poſtage for foreign Letters, 
in my Abſence; which he never entered, or ac- 
counted for, contrary to his Oath, the Detriment 
of his Majeſty! s Revenue, and the great Prejudice 
of the Subject; yet tho' it was on Complaint from 
the London Office, and Enquiry here, evident, that 
ſaid Quinn Was culpable, he was for ſome Time 
kept in his Employment, and every little Art and 
Subterfuge made uſe of for his Vindication, and 
every Hardſhip impoſed and layed on me, and my 
Character (being at that Time Window-Man and 
Principal in that Department) blaſted all over this 
City.” 

@ In my own Defence, I never loft Sight "3 
this Matter, and with the kind Aſſiſtance of Colo- 
nel Dunn ( whoſ Letters were ſo managed as above, 
notwithſtanding ſaid Quinn made Oath of his Inno- 
cence, and all the Endeavours uſed for his Protecti- 
on) I proved it beyond all Contradiction, and under 
his own Hand, that he, and he only, was guilty ; 
and tho' Sir T homas and Mr. Martin, both ſaid and 
confeſſed he deſerved to be hanged for it, yet he 
was quietly and privately diſmiſſed, and I ordered, 
before all the Officers, at my Peril, not to take any 
one Step to clear myſelf to the Public, or vindi- 
cate my Character on that Occaſion, tho' I wrote 
to, and begged of Sir Thomas for Leave even to ad- 
vertiſe 


* E140 | 
18 85 18 Nee N W e ne DOTY AN OT 
. b 1 7 x 4 M4 . . * > 


09:1 
vertiſe it. Could any Inquiſition be worſe than this?“ 
An other Inſtance I beg Leave to mention, 
is of a Porter now employed in the Office, counte- 
nanced and ſupported by Mr. Martin, who, tho 
he has had poſitive Information of his being a 
Thief, by a very creditable Man, whom he ſtole 
the Goods from, and ſundry other Complaints a- 
gainſt him, and tho' by the conſtant Rule of this 
Office, no one Perſon is, or indeed ought to be 
employed in a Place of ſuch Truſt (as all Perſons 
who have the handling of Letters muſt be in) with- 
out giving Security; yet he, who from his Cha- 
racer above all others requires it moſt, is employed 
o this Day, without giving any, and countenanced, 
protected, and indulged by Mr. Martin in a moſt 
extraordinary Manner, and more than all the Reſt, 
or any Perſon that ever was in his Station.“ 
* How Mr. Martin can diſpenſe with, or recon- 
cile this palpable Contradiction to the ſtanding 
Rules of Office, and the more immediate Duty of 
his Station in it, as he now ſeems to have the whole 
and intire Conduct and Management thereof, and | 
every Department and Apartment therein (which | ( 
ſince the Death of Sir Thomas Prendergaſt he alters 
and converts at Pleaſure for his own Purpoſe and 
Amuſement) I will not pretend to determine.” 
« As it is, indeed, too much for any one Perſon 
to undertake, and do the Buſineſs of four or five 
different Departments in Office with ſufficient Pre- 
ciſion, more eſpecially one quite inactive, tho' I would 
be far from preſuming to dictate, yet, from my own 
Judgment, I would humbly ſubmit to my Superiors, 
| whether an Officer thoroughly acquainted with the 
Buſineſs , and appointed under the Name of Comprrol- 
ler, Auditor, Reſident-Inſpeclor, Chief-Clerk, or any other 
Title or Name, whoſe Place ſhould be to take 
Care of the Buſineſs and Revenue of the Office, 
and ſee that no improvident, imprudent, or illegal A | 
Diſpoſition was made thereof, would not be a very 
AE H great 
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great Aſſiſtanee to the Accomptant, in his preſent 
melancholy Condition, who lately loſt the Uſe of 
his Right-Side by a Palſy, and is obliged to make 


uſe of a Stamp graved to ſign his Name? — or 
whether a Perſon appointed, or made of {ome little 
Conſequence and Authority as well as the Accomp- 
tant, and admitted to. adviſe or repreſent Matters, 
and conduct the Buſineſs in his Abſence (as the 
Officers are now all reduced by him to Cyphers) 


would not be of infinite Uſe, if inſtrumental in 
preventing the Diſorder called here the ſwelling of 


Jacidents, d and inconceivable Service in this un- 
eee pant 

„ TJnacquainted and unknown to your Ho- 
nours, and unaſſiſted, and unqualified in every Re- 
ſpect, for ſuch an Undertaking as this; but relying 
on the Truth and Sincerity of my Intention, and im- 
pelled to it by unheard of Cruelty and Oppreſſion, 


@s well as influenced by. a Regard to Community, 


and his Majeſty's Buſineſs ; 1 have thus far preſu- 
med to treſpaſs on your Honours Patience, in giving 
this Relation of Facts and my unparalelled Caſe, 
humbly hoping the Intention, and not the Man- 
ner may be conſidered, as it is not eaſy for a Perſon 

| RY | abuſed 


$ The Accomptant and Comptroller of this Office, in his 
double Capacity, is the only Check on his. own, as well as o- 
thers Actions; and more particularly ſo, if. his Superior here 
ſhould. þe inaQtive; — as all Accounts for contingent or inci- 
dent Charges on his Majeſty, for the Uſe of this Office, are 
examined, ſigned, and, in a Manner, pafſed by him to him- 
ſelf; and altho', by Virtue of his Station, he may be allowed, 
or allow himſelf, ſome trifling Advantages unknown in com- 
mon, ſuch as Coals, Candles. Ic. c. for home Conſumption, 
yet, it is evident, if he has the Inclination to indulge himſelf 
with any Thing further, for his own private Uſe, he has, or 
had, the Power ſo to do without Controul: — For which ob- 


_ vious Reaſon, Sir Thomas Prendergaſt, ſome Time before he 
dyed, had ſome Notion of dividing the Employment, as it is 


in London; and as it was the general Opinion that ſuch Diviſi- 
on would be neceſfary for the Benefit of his Majeſty and the 
Good of Community ; Ihe war, and now humbly offer myſelf 
a Candidate for one Part, | 
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abuſed and under my Circumſtance to write with 
_ Temper; — and if I have failed in any Part of 
Duty or Reſpect where due, I hope to be forgiven, 

as J declare folemnly it is occaſioned ſolely by my 
Ignorance, for Ido not mean to offend. And now 
to the Hands of Providence, and your Honours, I 
ſubmit the Determination, _— with all humble 
Duty, Submiſſion, and Rel] _ 

I” it — your Lordſhip and Honour, 
Your moſt dutiful, 
and moſt obedient, 


Gengal Poſt-Office, humble Servant, 
Dublin, Sept. 14, CnRlsT. Byron. 
Ss | 


When this Addreſs was tranſtnitted to London, 
Mr. F. ewas there, therefore the Reſult of it 
was patiently waited for; but as nothing tranſpired 
in Conſequence of this Ap heation, nor no Kind 
of Anſwer received, e the unpreſe- 
dented and intolerable Cruelty of the Caſe, I took 
the Liberty of writing a private Letter the 12th of 
| Oclober, 1761, to the Earl of B gb, humbly 
intreating, that his Lordſhip, by his Order, would 
ſignify his Pleaſure and Determination thereupon. 

The 28th December following, I had the Honour 
of a moſt polite and ſenſible Letter from his Lord- 
ſhip, which' I am not at Liberty, in my humble 
Opinion to publiſh; and as every Application. and 
Means in my Power for Redreſs, proved ineffectual: 
His Lordſhip's Letter produced the following Am 
ſwer. 

To the Right Hon. the Fatof Befborough his Ma- 

. jeſty 8 Poſt- Maſter- General. 

My Lord, 

“ The Pacquet which arrived on the 28th, ho- 
noured me with your Lordſhip's Letter of the 12th 
of December laſt; an Honour, which will evet be ac- 
knowledged with that Gratitude and Reſpect, which 
ſuch Condeſcenſion and Humanity in fo noble and 

H 2 benevolent 
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benevolent a Perſonage, makes the indiſpenſable 
and perpetual Duty, of ſo inconſiderable a Perſon 
as I am.” 

Having too much Deference and Reſpect, for 
your Lordſhip' s eminent Abilities and Good-Senſe, 
as not to believe the Power you have mentioned, 
properly placed; I ſhould be wanting in the Duty 
[ owe my Superiors, and at the ſame Time con- 
tradict my own Judgment, if I did not agree with 
your Lordſhip's Poſition : that bis Majeſly's Buſineſs 
could not be carried on here as it ought, without that 
delegated Power you mentioned.” 

„In my humble Sphere, the Buſineſs of his 

Majeſty, the Eaſe, Honour, and Credit of my Su- 
periors, and the Service of the Publick (which thro” 
Ignorance and Neglect have been greatly bungled 
here of late) were always Objects of my particular 
Regard; for which Purpoſe I have ever exterted 
my utmoſt Endeavours, in a Manner the moſt like- 
ly, and effectual to anſwer the Duty and Place, in 
which it pleaſed Providence to place me. 
„ Convinced as I am of your Lordſhip's Readi- 
neſs to redreſs the Injured, more eſpecially thoſe 
who may appear proper Objects; and alſo of the 
Honour, Good-nature and Humanity of Mr. Forte/- 
cue, whom 1 never, in Thought, or Deed, diſoblig- 
ed, and that I could not poſſibly have fallen under 
any Deſcription to my Diſadvantage, if common 
Juſtice was done me, which is all 1 ever looked for 
or required : — Yet. notwithſtanding thoſe very fa- 
vourable Circumſtances, I am till apprehenſive I 
muſt feel the Iron Hand of Power, without the 
Interpoſition of that Authority, which neither my 
feeble Intereſt or Ability, at preſent, are ſufficient 
to procure.“ 

„This Situation I am cruelly reduced to, for 
no other Cauſe but that of complaining of a Man, 
Who taking Advantage of his Situation in, and the 
Condition and Circumſtance of, O ffice; not only 
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tyrannized over, but, contrary to Precedent and 
Rule, monopolized the Benefits, and plundered the 
Employments of his Compeers and other Officers 
in ſaid Office; a Circumſtance that was felt the 
more ſeverely by me, as I ever was in Oppoſition 
to ſuch Abuſes; and altho' it is notorious there is 
now employed, two Perſons in one Department 
(to do the Accomptant's Buſineſs, which 1 for many 
Nears did as well as ever it was done for 101. per Ann.) 


one at thirty-five and the other at forty Pounds a 
Year; and that after ſo long and painful an Attend- 


ance from my Youth, with the additional Burden, 
at preſent, of a helpleſs and numerous Family : — 
Yet I am ſtill, by the iniquitous and remorſeleſs 
Contrivance of ſaid Perſon, deprived of my Em- 
ployment, and every Benefit which I had a Right 
in common with others, from my Service, to ex- 
pet: — And this too, without any juſt Cauſe or 
Confideration ; and with the further Aggravation, 
of it being known and confeſſed, that none ever 
was more uſeful or deſerving.” 

As 1 never ſaw or heard from Mr. Porteſeus, 
ſince I had the Honour of your Lordſhip's Letter, 
or heard any Thing of my Memorial or Caſe, which 


you ordered to be ſent to him, (tho' Application 


has been made to him by Gentlemen of the firſt 


Conſequence here) and being extremely loath to 


give your Lordſhip the Trouble of either reading 


or writing on my Account, I poſtponed 'till now, 
to acknowledge the Juſtice and Humanity of your 
Lordſhip, into whoſe Hands alone I commend 
my Caſe, which hitherto I have kept private in 
Hopes of being redreſſed; and waiting your Lord- 
ſhips favourable Reſolves. I am with all Reſpect, 
Your Lordſhip's Moſt dutiful, 
obedient, and obliged 
humble Servant, 


Dublin Hb 16, 1762. C. Byron. 
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As no Notice whatever was taken of this Letter, 


here ended all Application. 

And now on a cool and diſpaſſionate Review of the 
Whole, let the Impartial determine, whether the 
Officers in general, and J in particular, have not 
been moſt hardly and injuriouſly treated? tho” our 


| Buſineſs ſcarce allowed Time for the neceſſary Re- 


freſhments of Nature, and ought for that Reaſon 
to have been made as pleaſant in the Execution, as 
the Nature of it would allow: Yet have not the 
Thorns of Vexation and Oppreſſion been ſtrewn in 
our Way on every Occaſion: And whether, if I 
had not been furniſhed with extraordinary Reſolu- 
tion (being the Object of their Reſentment) could I 


ever have perſiſted ſo long, in the Diſcharge of 


my ſevere Duties, with that Punctuality and Inte- 
grity, which even my Enemies themſelves, Song 
| Judges, muſt allow I have done. 

Again! what ſhameful Rapacity have they not 
been guilty of towards the laborious and deſerving 
Officers: — With what ridiculous miſterious Poli- 
cy have they brought-their Reſentment to Maturi- 
ty, and diſcharged it with ſuch deliberate Malig- 
nancy, on all who durſt preſume to complain or ap- 


ply for Redrels ; on me in particular for that Rea- 


ſon ? 
How then will they ſtand acquitted in their own 
Conſciences ? or in the Judgment of the Honeſt and 


Impartial, for their baſe and inveteratly malicious 
Treatment, of an honeſt humble Servant of his 


Majeſty and the Public. 


And if theſe Things are fo, and can be ſo long : 


carried on with Impunity, even under the beſt of 
Governments; now that they are diſcovered to the 
World, do they not loudly call for immediate In- 
ſpection and Redreſs from thoſe Perſons in Power, 
whoſe _ it is to afford it? 
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